STATE OF MICHIGAN
MICHIGAN ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING SYSTEM
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DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
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Case No.: m
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DHS County:  Wayne (31)

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE: Michael J. Bennane

HEARING DECISION

This matter is before the undersigned Administrative Law Judge pursuant to MCL 400.9;
MSA 16.409 and MCL 400.37; M SA 16.437 upon the Claimant's r equest for a hearing.
After due notice, a telephone hearing was held on May 11, 2011. The Claimant
personally appeared and testified

ISSUE

Did the Department of Human Services (D epartment) properly calc ulate the Claimant’s
Food Assistance (FAP) and process her State Emergency Relief (SER), application?

FINDINGS OF FACT

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the competent, material and substantial
evidence on the whole record, finds as material fact:

1. On February 11, 2011, the Claimant applied for SER to pay for furnace repair.
2. On February 22, 2011, the Claimant filed a request for a hearing.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The SER program is established by 2004 PA 344. The SER progra m is administered
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq. , and by final administrative rules filed with the
Secretary of State on Oc tober 28, 1993. MAC R 400. 7001-400.7049. Department
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) policies are found in SER.

Here, the Claimant questions the Department’s calculation of her benefits.
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Energy-Related Home Repairs

The Low Income Home Ener gy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP) is the funding source for energy-related repairs.
Repair or replacem entof a non-functioning fur nace is
currently the only allowable ener gy-related home repair. The
lifetime maximum for energy-rela ted home repairs is $4,000.
All energy -related repairs approved sinc e 1/1/1978 count
toward this maximum, including previously authorized repairs
covered as energy-related home repairs. View Benefit
Issuance/SER Adjust ments/View SER Cap to verify the
cumulative total of energy rela ted home repairs. ERM 304, p.
2.

At the hearing the Department testified that the budget had been done incorrectly.

The law pr ovides that disposition may be made of a contest ed case by s tipulation or
agreed settlement. MCL 24. 278(2). In the instant case, the parties reached an accord.
The Depar tment agreed to re-register and re  -calculate the Claimant’s February 11,
2011, SER application.

DECISION AND ORDER

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above findings of fact and conclusions of
law, finds that the Department and Claimant have come to an agreement and ORDERS
the Department to re-register and re-calcu late the Claimant’s February 11, 2011, SER

application.

-7 Michael J. Bennane
Administrative Law Judge

for Maura Corrigan, Director
Department of Human Services

Date Signed: June 17, 2011

Date Mailed: June 20, 2011

NOTICE: Administrative Hearings may or der a rehearing or reconsideration on either
its own motion or att he request of a party within 30 days of the mailing date of this
Decision and Order. Administrative Hear ings will not orde r a rehearing or
reconsideration on the Department's mo  tion where the final decis  ion cannot be
implemented within 90 days of the filing of the original request.



2011-24419/MJB

The Claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit Court within 30 days of the
mailing of the Decision and Order or, if a ti mely request for rehearing was made, within
30 days of the receipt date of the rehearing decision.
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