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HEARING DECISION

This matter is before the undersigned Administrative Law Judge pursuant to MCL 400.9;
and MCL 400.37 upon claimant's request for a hearing. After due notice, a hearing was
held on November 23, 2010. Claimant appeared and testified and Claimant's
authorized hearing representativ- also appeared.

ISSUE

Did the Department of Human Services properly sanction Claimant’'s Family
Independence Program (FIP) case for failure to participate in employment and/or self-
sufficiency related activities?

FINDINGS OF FACT

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the competent, material and substantial
evidence on the whole record, finds as material fact:

1. Claimant was an ongoing recipient of Family Independence Program (FIP)
benefits.

2. On August 3, 2010 Claimant reported that she was fired from employment.

3. On August 10, 2010 Claimant was sent a Notice of Non-Compliance

(DHS-2444) which scheduled a meeting on August 23, 2010.

4. On August 23, 2010 Claimant did not participate in the scheduled meeting.
The Department determined there was no good cause for Claimant’s
failure to participate in employment and/or self-sufficiency related
activities. Claimant was sent a Notice of Case Action (DHS-1605).
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5. On August 24, 2010 Claimant called in and left a message that she does
not know what to do.

6. On September 28, 2010 Claimant submitted a request for hearing.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193,
8 USC 601, et seq. The Department of Human Services (DHS or department)
administers the FIP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3101-
3131. The FIP program replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) program
effective October 1, 1996. Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative
Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Program Reference
Manual (PRM).

Subsequent to the events that caused Claimant’s Family Independence Program (FIP)
case to be sanctioned, information was received from Monroe Community Mental
Health Authority regarding Claimant. At this hearing the Department representative
stated that the new information is a sufficient basis for Claimant to be temporarily
deferred from participation in the Michigan Works Agency/Jobs Education and Training
Program (JET). The parties were in agreement that the sanction of Claimant’'s Family
Independence Program (FIP) case should be reversed and reinstated.

DECISION AND ORDER

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions
of law, decides the Department of Human Services DID NOT properly sanction
Claimant's Family Independence Program (FIP) case for failure to participate in
employment and/or self-sufficiency related activities.

It is ORDERED that the actions of the Department of Human Services, in this matter,
are REVERSED.

It is further ORDERED that Claimant's Family Independence Program (FIP) case be
reinstated and any benefits she did not receive but was otherwise entitled to be
supplemented.

s/

Gary F. Heisler
Administrative Law Judge
for Ismael Ahmed, Director
Department of Human Services
Date Signed:__December 2, 2010

Date Mailed: December 2, 2010
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NOTICE: Administrative Hearings may order a rehearing or reconsideration on either
its own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of the mailing date of this
Decision and Order.  Administrative Hearings will not order a rehearing or
reconsideration on the Department's motion where the final decision cannot be
implemented within 90 days of the filing of the original request.

The Claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit Court within 30 days of the
mailing of the Decision and Order or, if a timely request for rehearing was made, within
30 days of the receipt date of the rehearing decision.
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