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HEARING DECISION

Compiled Laws (MCL) 400.9 400.37, and Claimant request for a hearing.
After due notice, a telep , 2011. The Claimant
appeared and testified.

hone hearing was held on June
H Family Independence Specialist, appeared and
testified on behalf of the Department of Human Services (DHS).

ISSUES

This matter is before the undersigned Admi nistrative Law Judie pursuant to Michigan

1. Whether DHS prov  ided Food A  ssistance Program (FAP) and Family
Independence Program (FIP) benefits to Claimant in accordance with DHS policy
and procedure?

2. Whether Claimant’s r equest to dismiss her claim regarding Child Development
and Care (CDC) benefits shall be granted?

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. DHS closed Claimant’s FAP benefits in error for the two months of February and
March, 2011.
2. DHS c losed Cla imant’s FIP ben efits in error during the six-month period of

September, 2010, and November, 2010-March, 2011.
3. DHS failed to provide Claimant with the CDC benefits to which she was entitled.

4. On November 15, 2010, Claimant fil ed a Request for Hearing with DHS on all
three issues.
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5. At the Administrative Hearing on J une 27, 2011, Claimant te stified she was now
satisfied with her CDC benefits and request ed that the Administrative Law Judge
dismiss this issue from her Hearing Request.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

FIP was establish ed by the U.S. Pers  onal Res ponsibility a nd Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 8 United States Code 601 et seq. DHS
administers FIP pursuantto MC L 400.10 et seq. and Michigan Administrative Code
Rules (M ACR) 400.3101-400.3131. Departm  ent polic ies are found in Brid ges
Administrative Manual (BAM), Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and Reference Tables
(RFT). These manuals are available online at www.michigan.gov/dhs-manuals.

FAP was established by the U.S. Food Stamp Act of 1977 and is  implemented by
Federal regulations ¢ ontained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations. DHS
administers FAP pursuant to MCL 400.10 et seq . and MACR 400.3001- 400.3015.
Department policies are found in BAM, BEM and RFT. /d.

CDC was established by Titles IVA, IVE and XX of the U.S. Social Security Act, the U.S.
Child Care and Development Block Grant of 1990, and the U.S. Personal Responsibility
and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996. The program is implemented by Title
45 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 98 and 99. DHS provides CDC benefits to
adults and children pursuant to MCL Se  ction 400.14(1) and MACR 400.5001-501 5.
DHS’ CDC policies are found in BAM, BEM and RFT. /d.

Under BAM Item 600, “Hearings,” clients hav e the right to contest any agency dec ision
affecting eligibility or benefit levels whe never they believ e the decision is illegal. T he
agency provides an Administrative Hearing to review the decision and determine if it is
appropriate. Agency policy includes procedure s to meet the minimal requirem ents for a
fair hearing. Efforts to clarify and resolve the client’'s concerns start when the agenc y
receives a hearing request and continue through the day of the hearing.

In this case the parties stipulated to a settlement agreement whereby DHS will reinstate
Claimant’s FAP and FIP benefits for the months in which  they were clos ed in error.
The months are February and March, 2011, for FAP, and September, 2010 and
November, 2010-March, 2011 for FIP. As the parties have reached an agreement, it is
not necessary for the Administrative Law Judge to decide these issues in the case.

Also, at the Administ rative Hearing, Claimant testified that she was satisfied with her
CDC benefits and no longer wish ed to pursue this issue. Claimant requested that the
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Administrative La w J udge d ismiss this cl aim from the hearin g. | will honor the
Claimant’s request in my Order.

In conclus ion, based on the ab ove findings of fact, the ¢ onclusions of law, and the
settlement agreement of the parties, | shal | enter a settlement Order in this matter
regarding Claimant’s FI P and FAP benéefits, to the e ffect that DHS shall make
supplemental payments of FAP and FIP benefits to Claimant for the months in whic h
her benefits were closed in error, in order to restore her to the benefit status to whic h
she is entitled.

Furthermore, pursuant to MACR 400.903 and  400.906 and, at Cla imant’s request, |
DISMISS Claimant’'s CDC benefits claim from this case.

ORDER

Based on the findings of fact and conclu sions of law above, and upon the settlement
agreement of the parties, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that DHS shall p ay supplemental
benefits to Claimant for Febr uary and Mar ch, 2011 ( FAP) and for September, 2010,
and November, 2010-March, 2011 (FIP). Furt hermore, at the Claimant’s request,
Claimant’'s CDC benefits issue is HEREBY DISMISSED from this action.
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Jan Leventer

Administrative Law Judge

For Maura Corrigan, Director

Department of Human Services

Date Signed: June 28, 2011

Date Mailed: June 29, 2011

NOTICE: Administrative Hearings may or der a rehearing or reconsideration on either
its own motion or att he request of a party within 30 days of the mailing date of this
Decision and Order. Administrative Hear ings will not order a rehearing or
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reconsideration on the Department's mo  tion where the final decis  ion cannot be
implemented within 90 days of the filing of the original request.

The Claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit Court within 30 days of the
mailing of the Decision and Order or, if a ti mely request for rehearing was made, within
30 days of the receipt date of the rehearing decision.

JL/cl

CcC:






