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5. On June 16, 2010, Petitioners requested a hearing contesting the denial. 
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Adoption Subsidy program is established by MCL 400.115, et seq., and is 
administered by the Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq.  Department policies regarding adoption subsidy are 
found in the Services Manual (SM).  The federal law upon which Michigan law is based 
is Title IV-E of the Social Security Act, Section 473(c). 
 
The Department has an administrative hearing process to provide for the right to contest 
a Department decision or case action when a client believes the decision is contrary to 
law or Department policy.  The issues of eligibility, computation of subsidy rates, case 
closure, and/or reduction of benefits are issues subject to administrative hearings.  The 
adoptive parent or guardian has the burden of proof in an adoption subsidy hearing. 
 
Support subsidy rates are agreed to by parents or legal guardians by the act of signing 
the Adoption Support Subsidy Agreement (FIA 4112 or FIA 4113).  Rates are not 
negotiable and, therefore, do not qualify for administrative hearings.  It is outside the 
authority of Administrative Hearings (AH) to renegotiate support subsidy rates. 
 
By law (MCLA 400.115k), administrative hearings may be requested by the adoptee, 
the adoptee’s guardian, or the adoptive parent(s).  Prospective adoptive parents or 
foster parents do not have the right to a hearing regarding subsidy prior to the Family 
Court’s signing of the Order Placing Child After Consent (PCA 320).  After adoptive 
placement by the Family Court’s order, the adoptive parent (or legal guardian appointed 
under MCLA 700.422 and 700.424), does have the right to appeal decisions they 
believe are contrary to law or Department policy.  CFA 744 p. 1. 
 
AH may grant or deny the hearing request.  Only AH has the authority to deny a hearing 
request.  AH will deny requests signed by unauthorized persons and requests without 
original signatures (faxes or photocopies of signatures are unacceptable) and requests 
received over 90 calendar days after the date of the decision of the Adoption Subsidy 
Program Office.  
 
For pre-adoption support subsidy denials only, the hearing request must be submitted in 
writing within 90 calendar days of the date the Family Court signed the Order Placing 
Child After Consent (PCA 320). 
 
For all other denials, hearing requests must be submitted in writing within 90 calendar 
days of the date of the written notice of the decision of the Adoption Subsidy Program 
Office. CFA 744 p. 1 






