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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The State Emergency Relief (S ER) program is established by 2004 PA 344.   The SER 
program is administered pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq ., and by, 1999 AC, Rule 
400.7001 through Rule 400.7049.   Department polic ies are found in the State 
Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
Additionally, Claimant  requested SER ass istance to avoid ev iction from her home.  
Housing affordability is a condition of elig ibility for SER benefits for housing relocatio n 
services (which inc ludes assistance with payment of rent arr earage).  ERM 207; ERM  
303.  Hous ing is not affordable for the client  if the total  housing obligation exceeds 75 
percent of the SER group's total net countable income.  ERM 207.   
 
In this case, Claimant had a total net countable income of $567.  Seventy-five percent of 
Claimant's total net countable income was $425.25.  Because Claimant's monthly rental 
obligation of $700 exceeded $425.25, Claimant's housing was una ffordable under ERM 
207.  Thus, the Department acted in accord ance with Department po licy when it denied 
Claimant's August 5, 2011, app lication for SER ass istance for housing ass istance on 
the basis that Claimant's housing was not affordable.  
 
At the hearing, Claimant  testified that her hearing request with respect to the denial of 
her application for SER assistance with her  outstanding electrical bill had been resolved 
to her satisfaction.    
 
Based upon the abov e Findings of Fact and Conclus ions of Law, and for the reasons  
stated on the record, the Administrative Law Judge concludes that the Department   

 properly denied    improperly denied 
Claimant’s SER application for assistance with shelter emergency. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, finds that the Department  

 did act properly.   did not act properly. 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED REVERSED for the reasons 
stated above and on the record. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






