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The application date is the first day of the 30-day SER eligibility period. ERM 103. As a 
condition of SER eligibility, all the adults in the SER group must agree to take actions 
within their ability to make potential resources available.  ERM 203.  Potential resource 
means an asset or income that may be available to a client if action is taken to make 
this available. ERM 203. 
 
Groups that are non-cooperative with the Office of Child Support are also ineligible for 
SER. ERM 203.  SER ineligibility continues as long as the group member fails or 
refuses to pursue potential resources. ERM 203.  Sanctioned groups that are able to 
comply are ineligible for SER until they comply. ERM 203. 
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) 
program) is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR).  The Department of Human Services (DHS or department) 
administers the FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3001-
3015.  Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Program Reference Manual (BRM).   

 
For FAP purposes, all earned and unearned income available to Claimant is countable.  
Earned income means income received from another person or organization or from 
self-employment for duties that were performed for compensation or profit.  Unearned 
income means all income that is not earned, including but not limited to funds received 
from the Family Independence Program (FIP), State Disability Assistance (SDA), Child 
Development and Care (CDC), Medicaid (MA), Social Security Benefits (RSDI/SSI), 
Veterans Administration (VA), Unemployment Compensation Benefits (UCB), Adult 
Medical Program (AMP), alimony, and child support payments.  The amount counted 
may be more than the client actually receives because the gross amount is used prior to 
any deductions.  BEM 500. 

 
The department determines a client’s eligibility for program benefits based on the 
client’s actual income and/or prospective income.  Actual income is income that was 
already received.  Prospective income is income not yet received but expected.  
Prospective budgeting is the best estimate of the client’s future income.  BEM 505. 
 
Here, there are two issues: the denial of Claimant’s SER application and the proper 
calculation of Claimant’s FAP. With regard to the SER question, the department denied 
Claimant’s application because she was non-compliant with the Office of Child Support. 
Claimant applied for SER on June 17, 2011 and was later found to be in non-
compliance with the Office of Child Support on or about June 24, 2011. The department 
took the position that Claimant was no longer eligible for SER once she became non-
compliant with child support during the 30-day SER eligibility period.  
 
Once Claimant was found to be in non-cooperation with the Office of Child Support, she 
was ineligible for SER. ERM 203. At the time Claimant initially applied for SER, the 
department did not indicate she was in non-compliance with child support. Her non-
compliance occurred during the 30-day SER eligibility period.  The department properly 
found Claimant ineligible for SER due to non-cooperation with child support.       
 








