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4.  The Department re-ran the FAP budget using the $91 rent figure, and correctly 
determined that the Claimant’s food assistance should be $157 per month.  
Exhibit 1. 

 
5. At the time the Department calculated the Claimant’s FAP budget it utilized $91 

for her rent, as that was the best available information.  Exhibits 2 and 3.    
 

6. Subsequently, the Department determined that the Claimant’s rent was $81 but 
could not effectuate any change to the Claimant’s FAP benefits because the 
Claimant’s request for hearing was pending.  

 
7. The Department correctly granted the Claimant a standard utility allowance of 

$588. 
 

8. The Claimant confirmed that both rent amounts were correct. 
 

9. The Claimant has a FAP group of one person.  
 

10. The Claimant receives unearned income of $668 per month.  Exhibit 1. 
 

11. The Claimant requested a hearing on July 27, 2011 protesting the amount of her 
food assistance as incorrect.  

  
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) 
program) is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR).  The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the FAP program pursuant to CML 400.10 et seq., 
and MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Department policies are found in the Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Bridges 
Reference Manual (BRM). 
 
In this case, the Claimant’s FAP Budget as prepared by the Department was reviewed 
(as was the Department’s calculation of the Excess Shelter deduction).  The 
Department used $91 for the Claimant’s rent and granted the Claimant a $588  heating 
and utility allowance when computing the Claimant’s excess shelter deduction.  The 
Department correctly computed the excess shelter deduction amount of $406.  Exhibit  
1 and  3.  Likewise, a review of the income received by the Claimant from SSI was also 
confirmed to be $688, which was the unearned income number used by the 
Department.  Based upon a thorough review of the FAP budget prepared by the 
Department, it is determined that the Department correctly determined the Claimant’s 






