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Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency ) 
administers the MA program  pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MC L 400.105.   
Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges 
Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Bridges Reference Manual (BRM).   

 
In the instant case, the claimant questions the calculation of her deductible MA and the 
inclusion of her ex-spouse’s income that was used to calculate that deductible. 

The Department testified that the claimant’s RSDI income was $936.00 per month.  The 
Department’s SSI Related Medic aid – Income Budget Results  sent by facs imile during 
the hearing show the claimant’s  income be ing $1,533.00 per month,  and the resulting 
deductible being $936.00 per month. 

It is not clear to this  Administrative La w Judge whether the claimant can verify her  
separation from her ex-spouse pr ior to the divorce but, if it  can be verified, the abov e 
figures are incorrect and should be adjusted accordingly.  

This Administrative Law Judge finds that the Department may have erred when it  
included the claimant’s ex-spouse’s income in calculating the claimant’s MA deductible.  

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above findings of fact and conclusions of 
law, REVERSES AND ORDERS  the Department to acce pt documentation of the 
claimant’s separation from her  ex-spouse as proof that the claimant’s MA group did not  
include him and recalculate the claimant’s MA deductible accordingly.  
 

 
 

 
__________________________________ 

      Michael J. Bennane 
      Administrative Law Judge 

      for Maura Corrigan, Director 
      Department of Human Services 
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NOTICE:  Administrative Hearings may or der a rehearing or  reconsideration on either  
its own motion or at t he request  of a party within 30 days of the mailing date of this 
Decision and Order.  Administrative Hear ings will not orde r a rehearing or  






