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6. As a result of this agreement, Claimant  indicated that she no longer wished  t o 
proceed with the hearing. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Family Independence program (FIP) was es tablished pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconc iliation Act of 1996, P ublic Law 104-193, 8 
USC 601, et seq.   T he Department administers the FIP progr am pursuant to MCL 
400.10, et seq. , and MAC R 400.3101-3131.   Departm ent policies are found in the 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), th e Bridges Eligibilit y Manual (BEM) and the 
Program Reference Manual (PRM), which includes the Reference Tables (RFT.) 
 
Under Bridges Administrative Manual Item 600,  c lients have the right to contest any 
agency decision affecting eligibility or benefit levels whenever they believe t he decision 
is illega l.  The Dep artment provides an Administrative Hearing t o review t he decis ion 
and determine if it is appropriate.  Department  policy includes procedures  to meet the 
minimal requirements for a fair hearing.  E fforts to clarify and resolve the client’s  
concerns start when the Department receiv es a hearing request  and continues through 
the day of the hearing. 
 
In the present case, the Department has agreed to issue a Medical Needs form to 
Claimant.   As a result of this agreement, C laimant indicated she no long er wished t o 
proceed with the hearing.  Since the Cla imant and the Department have come to an 
agreement it is unnecessary for this Adm inistrative Law Judge to make a decis ion 
regarding the facts and issues in this case. 
 






