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did not attempt to contend that such a change would have affected the FAP benefit 
group composition. 
 
When DHS was asked what caused the removal of a household member, all DHS could 
cite was that it was done by a DHS worker at a different office. DHS had zero 
explanation justifying the removal. Based on the evidence, it is found that DHS erred in 
determining Claimant’s FAP benefits on a group size of three persons effective 6/2011. 
 
The second issue disputed by Claimant concerned child support income. No budgets 
were submitted, but Claimant contended that DHS counted child support income that 
Claimant did not receive. 
 
Certified support means court-ordered support payments sent to the DHS by the 
Michigan State Disbursement Unit. BEM 503 at 5. For FAP benefits, Bridges excludes 
collections retained by DHS (certified support) and court-ordered support payments the 
group receives after the child support certification effective date. Id. Court-ordered direct 
support means child support payments an individual receives directly from the absent 
parent or the MiSDU. Id. at 7. Generally, Bridges counts the total amount as unearned 
income. Id. 
  
A child support payment history was presented as Exhibit 2. The child support payment 
report listed income under two different headings, “Child Support Certified State 
Arrears” and “Child Support Direct (Court-ordered)”. Claimant conceded that DHS 
properly counted the court-ordered income. Claimant contended she never received the 
certified child support income and that DHS erred by counting it as income for her in 
determining her 6/2011 FAP benefits. DHS did not dispute that the certified support was 
counted. Based on the above policy, DHS erred by including certified child support in 
the FAP benefit determination. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, finds that DHS improperly determined Claimant’s FAP benefit eligibility for 
6/2011. It is ordered that DHS: 
 

(1) redetermine Claimant’s FAP benefit eligibility effective 6/2011 as a four person 
benefit group that includes Nikki Lovell as a group member; 

 
(2) redetermine Claimant’s FAP benefit eligibility effective 6/2011 by excluding 

certified child support as income; 
 

(3) supplement Claimant for any FAP benefits not received as a result of the DHS 
errors. 






