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4. On March 24, 2011,  the depar tment mailed the claimant’s daughter a 
Notice of Case Action (DHS-1605) t hat indicated the claimant was  denied 
MA due to excess assets.   

 
5. The claimant’s daughter submitted a hearing request on June 3, 2011.   
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is estab lished by Title XIX of the Social Sec urity 
Act and is  implement ed by T itle 42 of the C ode of Federal Regulations  (CFR).  The 
Department of Human Services  (DHS or  department) administers the MA program 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department  policies are found in 
the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the 
Program Reference Manual (PRM).  
  

Department policy states:   

FIP, SDA, RAPC, LIF, Group 2 Persons Under Age 21, 
Group 2 Caretaker Relative, SSI-Related MA, and AMP 
 
Assets must be considered in de termining elig ibility for FIP, 
SDA, RAPC, LIF, Group 2 Per sons Under Age 21 (G2U), 
Group 2 Caretaker Relative  (G2C), SSI-related MA 
categories and AMP. 
 
Assets Defined  
 
Assets means cash,  any other per sonal property and real 
property.  Real prop erty is land and obje cts affixed to the 
land such as buildings, trees and fences. Condominiums are 
real property. Personal propert y is any  item subject to 
ownership that is not real property (examples: currency, 
savings accounts and vehicles). 
 
Overview of Asset Policy 
SSI-Related MA 
 
All types  of assets are cons idered for  SSI-related MA 
categories.  Asset eligibility exis ts when the asset gr oup's 
countable assets are less than,  or equal to, the applicable 
asset limit at least one day during the month being tested. 
 
At application, do not authorize MA for future months if the 
person has excess assets on the processing date. 
 
SSI-Related MA Asset Limit 
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SSI-Related MA Only 
 
For Freedom to Work (BEM 174) the asset limit is $75,000. 
IRS recognized retirement accounts (including IRA’S and 
401(k)’s) may be of unlimited value. 
 
For Medicare Savings Programs (BEM 165) and QDWI 
(BEM 169) the asset limit is: 
 

• $6,680 for an asset group of one. 
 

• $10,020 for an asset group of two. 
 
For all other SSI-related MA categories, the asset limit is: 
 

• $2,000 for an asset group of one. 
 

• $3,000 for an asset group of two. 
 
The initial issue that  must be addressed is whether cl aimant’s daughter has a right t o 
represent the deceas ed claimant as an aut horized hearing representative.  There is  
evidence in the record that Claimant’s daughter possessed a valid Durable Power o f 
Attorney, which authorized her  to make decisions on claimant ’s behalf  during her 
lifetime.  Howev er, the Power of Attor ney would have been revo ked on the date of  
claimant’s death, which was December 26, 2010. Thus, for purposes of this hearing, 
claimant’s daughter is not an authorized hearings representative for claimant.  
 
Claimant’s daughter was not an authorized representative on the date that the request  
for a hearing was  filed and s he can not become an authorized r epresentative for her 
mother, in the absence of a probate court order.  An authorization to represent a person 
may be revoked at any time by the pers on who gav e the authorization. When the 
person who gave the author ization dies, the authorization ends  at the time of the death. 
A dead person can neither give nor revoke, nor  affirm authorization. There is no such 
thing as authorization to act for a dead person. After death, the person does not exist as 
a legal entity so no one can represent the per son. This is Michigan law, MCL 700.497 
and MCL 700.5504.  
 
Under Michigan law, all rights  and authorit y granted by a Po wer of Attorney end at the 
death of the principal.  

 
.          The Michigan Probate Court retains sole and 

exclusive jurisdiction over dec edent estates.  MCL 
700.1302. 

 








