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6. Claimant failed to return the Assistance Application. 
 
7. On an unspecified date, DHS initiated termination of Claimant’s MA benefits on the 

basis that Claimant was no longer eligible for MA as an SSI recipient and that 
Claimant failed to return the Assistance Application so other MA programs could be 
evaluated. 

 
8. The MA stoppage was effective beginning 4/2011. 
 
9. On 5/2/11, Claimant requested a hearing to dispute the MA benefit termination.  
  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). DHS 
administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  
Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges 
Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT). 
 
MA provides medical assistance to individuals and families who meet financial and 
nonfinancial eligibility factors. The goal of the MA program is to ensure that essential 
health care services are made available to those who otherwise would not have 
financial resources to purchase them. 
 
The undersigned will refer to the DHS regulations in effect as of 3/2011, the estimated 
month of the DHS decision which Claimant is disputing. Current DHS manuals may be 
found online at the following URL: http://www.mfia.state.mi.us/olmweb/ex/html/. 
 
SSI is a cash benefit for needy individuals who are aged (at least 65), blind or disabled. 
BEM 150 at 1. The SSA determines SSI eligibility. Id. DHS administers MA for SSI 
recipients, including a continued MA eligibility determination when SSI benefits end. Id. 
 
When SSI benefits stop, central office evaluates the reason based on SSA's negative 
action code then does one of the following:  
• SSI Closure. MA-SSI is closed in Bridges if SSI stopped for a reason that prevents 

continued MA eligibility (e.g., death, moved out of state). Bridges (the DHS 
database) sends the recipient a DHS-1605. 

• Transfer to SSIT. SSI cases not closed due to the policy above are transferred to the 
SSI Termination (SSIT) Type of Assistance. A redetermination date is set for the 
second month after transfer to allow for an ex parte review. Id. at 5. 

 
It was not disputed that Claimant’s SSI benefits were terminated by SSA for the purpose 
of issuing Retirement, Survivors, Disability Insurance (RSDI) benefits to Claimant. DHS 








