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expense, nor any other established deduction from Claimant's  adjusted gross 
income, the net income for the FAP group was the same amount ).  
(Department's Exhibit D3, pp 1-2.) 
 
A non-categorically eligible, non-SDV FAP group (such as Claimant in the present 
matter) must have income below the gross and net income limits.  BEM 550, p 1.3  
Federal regulations found at 7 CFR 273.10 provide standards for net income and 
corresponding amounts of household FAP benefits.  In accordance with these 
regulations, the Department prepared income and issuance tables that are found at 
RFT 250 and 260.  According to RFT 260, a client with a group size of four and a 
determined monthly net income of is not entitled to FAP benefits.  See RFT 
260, p 21.  In fact, the maximum net monthly income for a non-categorical FAP group of 
four is $1,838.00.  See RFT 250; RFT 260, p 16. 
 
For current and future benefit months determination, the Department establishes 
income using a best estimate of income expected to be received during the month or 
already received.  BEM 505, p 2.  Here, Clamant testified that the  in reported 
earned income was not representative of the normal income received by the FAP group.  
She provided no testimony or other evidence, however, indicating that Claimant 
informed the Department that this income amount was an aberration.  See BEM 515, pp 
1-6. 
 
The Department must take action and issue proper notice to a client when an 
established income increase results in a FAP benefit decrease.  See BEM 505, p 9.  
The agency did so in the present matter. 
 

                                                 
3 A senior/disabled/veteran (SDV) Food Assistance Program (FAP) group is one that 
has at least one SDV member; what constitutes an SDV member may be found at BEM 
550, p 1.  Based on the record, it did not appear that Claimant's FAP group contained 
an SDV member. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 

Based on the above findings of fact and conclusions of law, the Administrative Law 
Judge decides that the Department acted in accordance with established policy in 
closing Claimant's FAP case based on income information she provided. 
 
The Department's action is AFFIRMED. 
 






