




2011-34277/SLM 

3 

  •  Total amount of their countable assets, and 
 
  •  The protected spousal amount, and 
 
  •  Their hearing rights. 
 
Send copies of all v erifications or other documents used in making the initial ass et 
assessment along with each copy of the notices.  BEM 402.  
 
The protected spousal amount is the amount of the couple's assets protected for use by 
the community spouse. It is the greatest of one-half the initial asset assessment  
amount (although no greater than $ ), the amount determined in  a hearing,  
the amount of assets transferred to the comm unity spouse by the client pursuant to a 
court order, or .  BEM 402. 
 
A completed, signed DHS-4574-B is used to  request an initial asset assessment. All 
such requests, whether or not in conjunction with an MA application, must be registered 
and disposed of.  
 
The determination of asset eligibility is a multi-step process. 
 
  1.  Do INITIAL ASSET ASSESSMENT. 
 
  2.  Determine PROTECTED SPOUSAL AMOUNT. 
 
  3.  Determine couple's (his, her, their) countable assets for month  
   being  tested. 
 
  4.  Subtract PROTECTED SPOUSAL AMOUNT from the couple's  
   assets. 
 
  5.  Compare result from step 4 to client’s asset limit to determine if  
   asset eligibility exists for month being tested. 
 
Repeat steps 3, 4 and 5 for eac h month test ed. For applic ants, test each past month, 
including retro MA months, and the processing month. For MA recipi ents, test only the 
first future month. 
 
The formula for asset eligibility is: 
 
  •  The value of the couple's (his, her, their) countable assets for the  
   month being tested 
 
  •  MINUS the protected spousal amount  
 








