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4. On March 10, 2011, the department mail ed Claimant  a Notice of Case Action 
(DHS 1605) advising him that, effective April 1, 2011, his FAP benefits would be 
reduced from $ per month to $  per month.  (Department Exhibits 9-
10) 

 
5. On March 21, 2011, Claimant filed a request for hearing, contesting the reduction 

of his monthly FAP benefits.  (Claimant's Hearing Request) 
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The hearing and appeals proce ss for applicants and recipients of public assistance i n 
Michigan is governed by 1979 AC, R 400. 901 through 400.951, in acc ordance with 
federal law.  An opportunity for hearing mu st be granted to an app licant who requests a 
hearing because his claim for assistance is  denied or not acted on with reasonable 
promptness, and to any recipient who is aggrie ved by Department action resulting in 
suspension, reduction, discontinuance, or termi nation of assistance.   Rule 400.903(1). 
An applicant or recipient holds the right to contest an agency decision affecting eligibility 
or benefit levels whenever it is believ ed that the decision is inc orrect.  The Department 
must provide an administrative hearing t o review t he decis ion and det ermine its 
appropriateness.  Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM) 600, p 1.1   
 
Here, the Department reduc ed Claimant's monthly FAP benefits from $  per  
month to $  per month, effective April 1, 2011.  From this determination, Claimant 
filed a request for hearing.  A timely notice of hearing was subsequently issued.  
 
FAP – formerly known as the Food Stamp Program – was establis hed by the Food 
Stamp Act of 1977, 7 USC 2011, et seq ., as amended, and is implemented through 
federal regulations found in  the Code of Federal Regu lations ( CFR), 7 CF R 273.1 et 
seq.  The Department administers the FAP under MCL 400.10,  et seq ., and Rules  
400.3001 through 400.3015.  Agency policies per taining to the FAP are found in the 
BAM, Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), and Reference Tables Manual (RFT).  
 
In completing a FAP budget to determine eligibi lity or benefit level,  the entire amount of  
countable and available income , both earned and unearned, is  used.  BEM 505, p 2; 
BEM 550,  p 1.  Countable inc ome is de fined as "income remaining after applying 
[applicable agency policy]."  BEM 500, p 3; BEM 505, p 1.  All in come that is not 
specifically excluded is deemed countable income.  BEM 500, p 3.  Available income is  
that amount actually  rece ived or reasonably anticipated.   BEM 505, p 1.  Unearned 
income is income that is not "earned incom e."  BEM 500, p 3.  Ex amples include, bu t 
are not limited to certain funds r eceived from SSI/SSP and FIP.   See BEM 503, pp 2-
32.2  

                                                 
1 All c itations are to Department of Human Se rvices (Department) policy in effect at the  
time of the agency action in issue. 
2 Supplemental Security Income (SSI) is a cash benefit to ne edy aged, blind and 
disabled persons.  In Michigan, SSI inc ludes a basic  federal bene fit and an additional 
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determined monthly net income of $  is entitled to FAP benefits in the amount of 
$  per month.  RFT 260, p. 7.  The Department's benefit level determination in this 
matter was therefore correct. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 

Based on the above findings of  fact and conclu sions of law, the Administrative Law 
Judge decides that the Department acted in  accordance with establishe d policy i n 
reducing Claimant's m onthly FAP benefit lev el from $  per m onth to $  per 
month, effective April 1, 2011. 
 
The Department's action is AFFIRMED. 
 
It is SO ORDERED.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ___/s/ __________________________ 
      Suzanne D. Sonneborn 
 Administrative Law Judge 
 for Maura D. Corrigan, Director 
      Department of Human Services 
 
  

 
 
Date Signed:   __June 29, 2011  
 
Date Mailed:   ___June 29, 2011  
 
NOTICE:  Administrative Hearings may or der a rehearing or  reconsideration on either  
its own motion or at t he request  of a party within 30 days of the mailing date of this 
Decision and Order.  Administrative Hear ings will not orde r a rehearing or  
reconsideration on the Department's mo tion where the final decis ion cannot be 
implemented within 60 days of the filing of the original request.   
 






