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5. On or about April 21, 2011, the Department received the Claimant’s written 
request for hearing.   

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The SDA program, which provides financial assistance for disabled persons, was 
established by 2004 PA 344.  The Department administers the SDA program purusant 
to MCL 400.10 et seq. and Michigan Administrative Code (“MAC R”) 400.3151 – 
400.3180.  Department policies are found in Bridges Administrative Manual (“BAM”), the 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (“BEM”), and the Bridges Reference Manual (“RFT”).  A 
person is considered disabled for SDA purposes if he/she: 
 

• Receives other specified disability-related benefits or services, or 
• Resides in a qualified Special Living Arrangement facility, or 
• Is certified as unable to work due to mental or physical disability for at least 90 

days from the onset of the disability, or 
• Is diagnosed as having Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome.   

 
Clients must cooperate with the local office in determining initial and ongoing eligibility 
to include the completion of the necessary forms.  BAM 105.  Verification means 
documentation or other evidence to establish the accuracy of the client’s verbal or 
written statements.  BAM 130.  Clients are allowed 10 calendar days (or other time limit 
specified in policy) to provide the requested verifications.  BAM 130.  Verifications are 
considered timely if received by the due date.  BAM 130.  
 
In this case, the Claimant submitted an application for SDA benefits on March 15, 2011.  
At that time, the Department gave the Claimant a Verification Checklist requesting the 
information be submitted by March 25th.  The Verification was not received by the due 
date.  As a result, the Department denied the application on or about April 3, 2011.  The 
Claimant testified, although he was unsure of the exact date, that he had mailed the 
verifications to the Department.  The Department had no record of having received the 
information on, or prior to, March 25th.  Subsequently, the Department received the 
information and the Claimant has since been approved for benefits with the Michigan 
Rehabilitative Services.  Ultimately, under this factual scenario, the Department 
established it acted in accordance with Department policy when it denied the Claimant’s 
application.  Accordingly, the Department’s actions are AFFIRMED. 
 






