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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) is est ablished by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as 
amended, and is  implemented by the federal regulations c ontained in T itle 7 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations (“CFR”).  Th e Department administe rs the FAP program 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq and MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Departmental policies are 
found in BAM, BEM and PRM, which includes the Reference Tables (RFT.).  
 
BEM 554 dictates that certain expenses are used to determine net income for FAP 
benefit levels:   

For groups with one or more Senior Disabled Veteran member, Bridges uses the fol-
lowing; see BEM 550: 

••Dependent care expense. 

••Excess shelter. 

••Court ordered child support and arrearages paid to non-household members. 

••Medical expenses for the SDV member(s) that exceed $35. 
 
In the present case, the Department issued a Notice of Case Action on March 9, 2011 
listing a FAP benefit amount of $162.00 effective April 1, 2011, and showing a budget 
that did not include medical expenses.  The Claimant testified credibly at the hearing 
that she incurred medical expenses in March and April of 2011. The Department was 
therefore not correct in its calculation of Claimant’s FAP benefit amount. 

 






