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6. Claimant also received the following child support payments:  for 12/2010, 
 for 1/2011 and  for 2/2011. 

 
7. On an unspecified date in 3/2011, DHS determined Claimant’s eligibility for FAP 

benefits effective 4/2011 based on a monthly household income of /month. 
 

8. On 3/25/11, Claimant requested a hearing concerning FAP benefits, specifically 
disputing the income calculated by DHS to determine Claimant’s 4/2011 FAP 
benefits. 

  
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Food Assistance Program (formerly known as the Food Stamp Program) is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). DHS 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers the FAP pursuant to 
Michigan Compiled Laws 400.10, et seq., and Michigan Administrative Code R 
400.3001-3015. DHS regulations are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), 
the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT). Updates 
to DHS regulations are found in the Bridges Policy Bulletin (BPB). 
 
The undersigned will refer to the DHS regulations in effect as of 3/2011, the month of 
the DHS decision which Claimant is disputing. Current DHS manuals may be found 
online at the following URL: http://www.mfia.state.mi.us/olmweb/ex/html/. 
 
In the present case, Claimant disputed her 4/2011 FAP benefit issuance. Claimant 
specifically contended that DHS budgeted too much income based on her actual 
household income. In Claimant’s hearing request, Claimant conceded receiving the 
following income: /month in RSDI for each of her three children, /month in SSI 
for one of her children and /month in RSDI for herself.  
 
During the hearing, Claimant also did not dispute receiving /three months in State of 
Michigan issued SSI (a /month average). Thus, Claimant agreed receiving 

/month in income for her household. Claimant failed to mention any other income. 
 
DHS testified that Claimant’s child also received child support for each of the months 
from 12/2010-2/2011. Once the child support income was brought to Claimant’s 
attention, she did not dispute receiving the income. Claimant failed to explain why she 
neglected to count the child support income in her income calculation. 
 
To prospect child support income, DHS is to use the average of child support payments 
received in the past three calendar months, unless changes are expected. BEM 505 at 
5. Based on the three payments received by Claimant from 12/2010-2/2011, the 






