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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
The Food Assistance Program (formerly known as the Food Stamp Program) is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). DHS 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers the FAP pursuant to 
Michigan Compiled Laws 400.10, et seq., and Michigan Administrative Code R 
400.3001-3015. DHS regulations are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), 
the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT). Updates 
to DHS regulations are found in the Bridges Policy Bulletin (BPB). 
 
The undersigned will refer to the DHS regulations in effect as of 4/2011, the estimated 
month of the DHS decision which Claimant is disputing. Current DHS manuals may be 
found online at the following URL: http://www.mfia.state.mi.us/olmweb/ex/html/. 
 
Bridges counts the gross amount of current Social Security Administration (SSA) issued 
SSI as unearned income. BEM 503 at 23. SSI amounts withheld to recoup 
overpayments due to an intentional program violation are also included in the gross 
amount. Id. 
 
Claimant’s only dispute concerning his 5/2011 FAP benefit issuance was the amount 
that DHS budgeted for his federal SSI. Claimant testified that the SSA was overpaying 
him SSI benefits and that they would likely recoup the benefits from him at a later date. 
Claimant contended that DHS should budget what he believed to be his correct SSI 
amount of month.  
 
Even assuming Claimant’s testimony was accurate (Claimant did not provide any 
supporting documentation), it is irrelevant to how DHS determines FAP benefits. DHS 
cannot be expected to figure out whether a client’s SSI benefits are correctly calculated 
and to adjust that client’s benefits accordingly. DHS policy simply states that the gross 
amount of current SSI benefits is budgeted to determine a person’s FAP benefits. 
 
DHS submitted an SOLQ (Exhibit 1) to support their decision to budget /month in 
determining Claimant’s FAP benefits for 5/2011. The SOLQ is a document containing 
SSA information directly obtained from a data exchange with SSA.  
 
The SOLQ lists two different sections which the undersigned finds to accurately reflect 
the correct amount of SSI benefits to budget. The sections titled “SSI Gross Payable 
Amount (current)” and “SSI Gross Payable Amount” each listed Claimant’s SSI income 
as /month. 
 
The SOLQ also showed a chart that included Claimant’s SSI payment history. The chart 
included the  monthly payment and an additional $40 which was described under 








