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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Family Independence program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconc iliation Act of 1996, P ublic Law 104-193, 8 
USC 601, et seq.   T he Department administers the FIP progr am pursuant to MCL 
400.10, et seq. , and MAC R 400.3101-3131.   Departm ent policies are found in the 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), th e Bridges Eligibilit y Manual (BEM) and the 
Program Reference Manual (PRM), which includes the Reference Tables (RFT.) 
 
FAP is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by 
the federal regulations contained in Title 7 of  the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) .  
The Depar tment admi nisters the F AP program pursuant to CML 400.10 et seq ., and 
MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Department  policies are found in the Bridges Administrative 
Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) a nd the Program Referenc e 
Manual, which includes the Reference Tables (RFT). 
 
BEM 505, p. 1, dictates:   
 

A group’s benefits for a month are based, in part, on a 
prospective income determination. A best estimate of 
income expected to be received by the group during a 
specific month is determined and used in the budget 
computation.  
 
Get input from the client whenev er possible to establis h this 
best estimate amount.  
 

In the present case, the Department us ed Claimant’s income from September and 
October of 2010 to determine Claimant’s FIP and FAP benefits effective March 9, 2011.  
Claimant testified credibly at the hearing that her income  in March of 2011 was  different 
from her income in Septem ber and October 2010 . Therefor e, the Depart ment was not 
correct in its calculation of Claimant’s FIP and FAP benefits, effective March 9, 2011. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Based upon the abov e findings of  fact and conclusions of law,  it is conc luded that the 
Department was not correct in its calculation of Claimant’s FIP and FAP benefits.  It is 
therefore ORDERED that t he Department’s decision is REVERSED. It is further 
ORDERED that the Department shall recalculate Claimant’s FIP and FAP benefits  
 
 






