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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Department assists families to achieve self sufficiency.  BEM 232.  The primary 
avenue to self-sufficiency is employment.  BEM 232.  DSS are goods and services 
provided to help families achieve self-sufficiency.  BEM 232.  There is no entitlement to 
DSS and the decision to authorize DSS is within the discretion of the Department or the 
Michigan Works! Agency.  BEM 232.  Vehicle repairs may be authorized to an individual 
for a vehicle that is the primary means of transportation for employment-related 
activities even if public transit is available.  BEM 232.  Employment Support Services 
(“ESS”) include, in part, assistance with the repair or purchase of a vehicle.  BEM 232.  
Funds for DSS are used for individuals/groups that receive cash, food, child care, 
and/or medical assistance.  BEM 232. 
 
In this case, at the time of application, the Claimant was not a recipient of public 
benefits.  DSS, to include ESS, are available to current recipients only.  In light of the 
foregoing, the Department’s denial of the DSS application was proper.   
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above findings of fact and conclusions of 
law, finds the Department established it acted in accordance with Department policy 
when it denied the Claimant’s DSS application. 
 
Accordingly, it is ORDERED: 
 
The Department’s Determination is AFFIRMED.   
 
 

_______________________________ 
Colleen M. Mamelka  

Administrative Law Judge  
For Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
 
Date Signed:  June 14, 2011 
 






