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4. The Claimant currently receives  per month in food assistance.  The 
Claimant pays  per month for his rent, and the Department also 
granted a  heat and utility credit.  The Department calculated the 
excess shelter deduction to be   Exhibit 8 

 
5. The Department calculated the Claimant’s FAP benefits as follows.  The 

Department utilized the claimant’s biweekly unemployment income of 
and multiplied it by 2.15 as required by policy and determined the 

countable unearned income to be .  Exhibit 10   
 
6. The Department also credited the Claimant with a standard deduction of 

, which is the deduction for one person.  The Claimant is a FAP 
group of one member and is not disabled. Exhibit 10 

 
7. The Claimant was credited for child support expenses paid in the amount 

of  per month in the FAP budget calculation prepared by the 
Department.  Exhibit s 10 and 11.  

 
8. The Department calculated the Claimant’s FAP benefits to be  per 

month beginning April 1, 2011. Exhibit 10  
 
9. The Claimant requested a hearing on November 12, 2010, seeking a 

hearing regarding the denial of his application for medical assistance and 
the amount of his food assistance. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) 

program) is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is 

implemented by the federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal 

Regulations (CFR).  The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family 

Independence Agency) administers the FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., 

and MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Department policies are found in the Bridges 

Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Program 

Reference Manual (PRM).   

Department Policy defines household income to include unemployment benefits. 

Unemployment benefits are included in gross income as provided in BEM 503: 

 










