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policies ar e found in the Bridges Admini strative Manual (BAM), the Bridges  
Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Bridges Reference Manual (BRM).   
 
The Depar tment received information that the Claimant had failed to cooperate 
with the Office of Child Support (OCS).  
 
At the hear ing the Claimant testified that  she had supplied all of t he information 
she had concerning the child’s father and thus had complied with OCS.  
 

In Black v Dept of Social Servic es, 195 Mich App 27 
(1992), the Court of Appeals  addressed the issue of 
burden of proof in a non-cooperation finding.  
Specifically, the court in Black ruled that to support a 
finding of non-cooperation, the agency has the burden 
of proof to establis h that  the mother (1) failed to 
provide the requested verification and that (2) the 
mother knew the reques ted information.  The Black 
court also emphasiz ed the fact that the mother 
testified under oath that she had no further 
information and the agency  failed to offer any 
evidence that the mother knew more than she was  
disclosing. Black at 32-34. 
 

This Administrative Law Judge f inds the Cl aimant’s testimony to be controlling.   
The OCS did not attend the hearing and t he only ev idence pr esented that the 
Claimant had not compli ed was the testimony of the Department stating that it 
had receiv ed a notice of noncomplianc e from OCS and the te stimony of the 
Claimant that she had complied. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above findings of fact and 
conclusions of law, REVERSES and ORDE RS the Department to reinstate the 
Claimant’s FIP back t o the date of closure December 31, 2010, and replac e any 
lost benefits.   

      
 __________________ ____________ 

       Michael J. Bennane 
       Administrative Law Judge 

       for Maura Corrigan, Director 
       Department of Human Services 
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