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FIP was e stablished pursuant to the Pers onal Resp onsibility a nd Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1996, Pu blic Law 104-193, 8 USC 601  et s eq.  The Department 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 
400.10 et seq. and MAC R 400.3101-3131.  FIP replaced the Aid to Dependent Children 
(ADC) program effective October 1, 1996.  Department policies are found in the Bridges 
Administrative Manua l (BAM), the Bridges  Elig ibility Manual (BEM) and the Progra m 
Reference Manual (PRM).   
  
Here, the Department found the Claimant  had become ineligible for MA and FI P 
because her child was 19 and was not going to  graduate from high  schoo l before he 
turned 20.  The Claim ant argues that her son is going to summer school and she has  
been told that he will graduate before he turns 20.   

FIP Ineligibles 

Families no longer eligible for FIP might continue eligible for  
MA-only under LIF.  Consider LIF first, then cons ider other  
categories... 

A child has been excluded from  the FIP  program group 
because the child is emancipated, but the child lives with the 
group and is: 

 Under age 18, or 
 Age 18 or 19 and a full-time high school student who is  

expected to graduate before age 20.   
 
BEM 110, p.2. 
 

In addition: 

Timely Hearing Request 

All Programs 

A hearing request is consider ed timely if it is receive d 
anywhere in the department: 

 Within the pended negative action period. 

 Within eleven days of the e ffective date of an immediate 
negative action (i.e., with adequate notice).  When the 
11th calendar day is a Saturday, Sunday, holiday, or 
other non-workday, the request is timely if received by 
the following workday. 
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 Prior to the effective date of an automatic MA or AMP 
termination.  The effective date on the DHS-1605 is t he 
MA end date on CIMS (negative action code 095). 

While waiting for the hearing decision,  recipients  must 
continue to receive the assist ance authorized prior to the 
notice of negative act ion when the request  was filed t imely. 
Upon receipt of a timely hear ing request , do one of the 
following that applies to the case: 

Delete the pending negative action. 

Reinstate program benef its to the former l evel for a hearing 
request filed because of an immediate negative action.  BAM 
600, p. 17. 
 

Here, the Department closed the Claimant ’s MA even though she had requested a 
hearing before that closure. 
 
This Administrative Law Judge finds that the Department violated the abov e policy and 
it should reinstate the Claimant’s FIP and MA back to the date of closure, April 1, 201 1, 
while replacing any lost benefits. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above findings of fact and conclusions of 
law, REV ERSES AND ORDERS the Dep artment to reinstate the Claimant ’s FIP and 
MA back to the date of closure, April 1, 2011, while replacing any lost benefits. 
 
The Department is als o ORDERED to acc ept documentation that the Claim ant’s son is 
expected to graduate from high school before his 20 th birthday.  If the Claimant  
produces such documentation, the Department will continue the Claimant’s FIP and MA 
until he turns 20 on . 

 
 

 
____________________________ 

Michael J. Bennane 
Administrative Law Judge 

for Maura Corrigan, Director 
Department of Human Services 

Date Signed:  June 17, 2011 
 
Date Mailed:   June 17, 2011 
 
 






