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5. The Department received the Claimant’s request for a hearing on 
January 24, 2011, protesting the Department’s denial of his application for 
Medical Assistance (MA).  The request was received 56 days after the 
Department sent its notice of case action. 

 
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department of Human Services (DHS or Department) administers the MA program 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in 
the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM). 
 
The goal of the Medicaid program is to ensure that essential health care services are 
made available to those who otherwise could not afford them.  Medicaid is also known 
as Medical Assistance (MA).  BEM 105. 
 
In this case, the Department received the Claimant’s application for Medical Assistance 
(MA) on January 13, 2011.  The Claimant reported on his application for assistance that 
no one in his household is physically or mentally unable to work full-time.  The Claimant 
reported on his application for assistance that no one in his household currently 
receives disability benefits.  On January 24, 2011, the Department notified the Claimant 
that it had denied his application for Medial Assistance (MA) because he does not meet 
the non-financial requirements of the program. 
 
Persons may qualify under more than one Medical Assistance (MA) category. Federal 
law gives them the right to the most beneficial category.  The most beneficial category is 
the one that results in eligibility or the least amount of excess income.  BEM 105.  Many 
of the categories of Medical Assistance (MA) are designated for pregnant women, 
family with minor children, senior, and disabled group members. 
 
Based on the information the Claimant supplied on his application for assistance, the 
Claimant is not blind, pregnant, the parent of a minor child, and does not receive 
benefits from the Social Security Administration. 
 
The Claimant is potentially eligible to receive benefits under the Adult Medical Program 
(AMP), but this program was frozen to new applications at the time the Department 
received the Claimant's application. 
 
The Claimant is potentially eligible to receive Medical Assistance (MA) under a disability 
category if he is disabled. 
 
The Department defines a person as disabled if they can be placed in to either of the 
following categories: 
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• A person that receives one of the following: 
o A federal, state or local public disability retirement pension and the 

disability is considered permanent under the Social Security Act. 
o Medicaid based on being blind or disabled (which require a disability 

determination by the medical review team (MRT) or Social Security 
Administration). 

o Railroad Retirement and is eligible for Medicare or meets the Social 
Security disability criteria. 

 
• A person who receives or has been certified and awaiting their initial payment 

for one of the following: 
o Social Security disability or blindness benefits. 
o Supplemental Security Income (SSI), based on disability or blindness, 

even if based on presumptive eligibility.  BPB 2011-02. 
 
In this case, it appears that the Claimant reported to the Department that he was not 
disabled based on the fact that he had not been declared to be disabled.  If the 
Claimant had requested that the Department make a determination as to whether he is 
disabled, it is possible that the Department would have found him to be disabled, and 
therefore eligible for Medical Assistance (MA) under a disability category. 
 
However, that is not what happened in this case.  Based on the Claimant's application 
for assistance, the Claimant did not claim to be disabled, and the Department denied his 
application for assistance because he does not meet the non-financial criteria for 
Medical Assistance (MA). 
 
If the purpose of the Department’s interview of the Claimant on January 24, 2011, was 
to fully evaluate the Claimant's circumstances, and match his needs with the services 
the Department is required to provide, then the Department failed. 
 
However, based on the evidence and testimony available during the hearing, the 
Department has established that it acted in accordance with policy when it denied the 
Claimant's application for Medical Assistance (MA) on January 24, 2011. 
     
 
 






