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2. The department determined the Petitioner and her husband were excess 
assets to qualify for ongoing and retro MA and mailed notices to 
Petitioner. 

 
3. The Petitioner submitted a hearing request on this issue on . 
 
4. On , DHS Local Office staff sought clarification from 

Central Office policy staff as to how much of the Petitioner’s spouse’s 
Thrift Savings Retirement account would be countable as an asset.  They 
were advised to count the amount that was actually available to the 
Petitioner’s spouse, which was the amount of his contributions.   

 
5. The Petitioner’s MA and retro MA eligibility was re-evaluated using the 

new figures.  Petitioner was still found to be excess assets for MA and 
retro MA eligibility and was mailed notice. 

 
6. The Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) held a hearing on  

with a decision mailed on  and found she lacked 
jurisdiction to proceed with the hearing because the Claimant did not 
submit a hearing request within the required 90 days.  In the alternative, 
the ALJ found that the claimant was properly found to be excess assets.   

 
7. The Administrative Law Judge’s decision was appealed to the  

 and the matter was remanded back to this 
Administrative Tribunal on  for rehearing. 

 
8. The rehearing was conducted on  and the record was left 

open for post-hearing briefs with the following schedule:  Petitioner’s brief 
was due on  Respondent’s brief was due on  

  No brief was received from Petitioner.  Respondent’s brief was 
received timely.   

  
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department of Human Services (DHS or department) administers the MA program 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in 
the Program Administrative Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and 
the Program Reference Manual (PRM). 1  

 
 
 

                                                 
1 At the time the action at issue in this case occurred, the Department’s policy manuals were called Program 
Administrative Manual, Program Eligibility Manual and Program Reference Manual.  They are now referred to as 
Bridges Administrative Manual, Bridges Eligibility Manual and Bridges Reference Manual. 








