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6. On 12/7/10, Claimant r equested a hearing disputing the termination of FAP 
benefits. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Food Assistanc e Program (formerly known as the Food Stamp Program) is  
established by the Food Stam p Act of 1977, as amended, and is implem ented by the 
federal regulations contained in  Title 7 of t he Code of F ederal Regulations (CFR). The 
Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency ) 
administers the FAP program pursuant to Michigan Compiled Laws 400.10, et seq., and 
Michigan Administrative Code R 400.3001- 3015. DHS regulat ions are found in the 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), th e Bridges Eligibilit y Manual (BEM) and the 
Reference Tables Manual (RF T). Updates to DHS regulations are f ound in the Bridge s 
Policy Bulletin (BPB). 
 
A request for program benefits begins with the filing of a DHS-1171 or other acceptable 
form. BAM 110 at 1. Before pr ocessing an application for FAP benefits, DHS may  
require a client to verify information wit hin their applic ation. Veri fication is usually  
required at application. BAM 130 at 1. DHS must  give clients at least ten days to submit 
verifications. Id. After the date passes for submission of verifications, DHS may send a 
negative action notice if the ti me period given has elapsed and the client ha s not made 
a reasonable effort to provide the information. BAM 130 at 5. 
 
In the present case, DHS reque sted verification of Claimant’s employment income (and 
shelter expenses). Countable inc ome must be verified at applicat ion for F AP benefits. 
BEM 500 at 9. Employment inco me is countable inc ome. BEM 501 at 5. It is found that 
DHS appropriately requested and requir ed verifica tion of Claimant’s employment 
income. 
 
Claimant stated that s he was holding off on re turning the income ve rification until she 
was able to obtain a document verifying her shelter obligation. Cla imant further sta ted 
that she had difficulty in ob taining the shelter verificati on which c aused a delay in her 
return of the income verification. Claim ant’s argument does not affect whether DHS 
properly denied Claimant ’s FAP benefits. DHS establish ed that they followed proper 
procedures in requesting verification of Claim ant’s income and it  was not disputed that 
Claimant failed to return her verifications  by the 11/16/10 due date or the 11/19/10 
denial date. It is found that DHS properly denied Claimant’s application dated 10/22/10 
for FAP benefits due to Claimant’s failure to timely verify income. 
 
As stated during the hearing,  Claimant can always reappl y for FAP benefit s; Claimant  
was previously unaware of this  right. Claimant is encouraged to reapply for FAP 
benefits as soon as possible if there is still a need. 
 

 
 
 






