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6. The Claimant reported medical expenses of . 
 
7. The Department completed a budget for the Adult Medical Program (AMP) and 

determined that the Claimant did not qualify for benefits due to excess income. 
 
8. The Department completed a budget for the Food Assistance Program (FAP), 

which resulted in a reduction of the Claimant’s monthly FAP allotment. 
 
9. On November 29, 2010, the Department notified the Claimant that MA benefits 

based on disability had been denied for failure to verify her assets. 
 
10. The Department received the Claimant’s request for a hearing on December 6, 

2010, protesting the reduction of her FAP allotment, and the denial of her MA 
application.  

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp program, is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department of Human Services (DHS or Department), administers the FAP program 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Department policies are 
found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), 
Reference Table Manual (RFT), and the Bridges Reference Manual (BRM). 
 
Clients must report changes in circumstance that potentially affect eligibility or benefit 
amount within 10 days of receiving the first payment reflecting the change.  BAM 105.  
Income reporting requirements are limited to the following: 
 
 Earned income: 

• Starting or stopping employment. 
• Changing employers. 
• Change in rate of pay. 
• Change in work hours of more than five hours per week that is expected to 

continue for more than one month. 
Unearned income: 

• Starting or stopping a source of unearned income. 
• Change in gross monthly income of more than $50 since the last reported 

change. 
Other changes: 

• Persons in the home. 
• Marital status. 
• Address and shelter cost changes that result from the move. 
• Vehicles. 
• Assets. 
• Child support expenses paid. 
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The Claimant applied for MA assistance on October 13, 2010.  On November 18, 2010, 
the Department sent the Claimant a Verification Checklist with a due date of November 
29, 2010.  The Department had requested that the Claimant verify the balance of her 
checking account to determine whether the Claimant met the assets limit to receive MA 
assistance.  When the Claimant failed to verify her checking account before the 
deadline, the Department denied the Claimant’s request for disability based Medical 
Assistance. 
 
The Department completed a MA budget to determine whether she was eligible for the 
Adult Medical Program as an alternative to disability based medical assistance.  The 
Claimant receives monthly RSDI in the gross monthly amount of .  The income 
limit to receive Medical Assistance under the Adult Medical Program is $316.  Since the 
Claimant’s income exceeds the income limit, the Department denied the Claimant’s 
application for MA benefits. 
 
The Claimant argued that she had requested assistance from the Department to obtain 
verification of her shelter expense and checking account.  The Claimant testified that 
filing out the Department’s forms is very stressful to her, and that she required 
assistance to submit the proper documents. 
 
However, the Claimant was unable to provide any evidence of when she requested 
assistance from her caseworker.  The Claimant could not recall the date that she 
contacted her caseworker. 
 
The Department’s representative testified that there were no records of the Claimant’s 
attempts to notify her caseworker that she needed assistance obtaining verification 
documents in her benefits case file. 
 
Based on the evidence and testimony available during the hearing I find that the 
Department has established that it acted in accordance with policy when it reduced the 
Claimant’s FAP allotment and denied her MA application.  
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, decides that the Department acted in accordance with policy in determining the 
Claimant’s FAP eligibility. 
 
The Department’s FAP eligibility determination is AFFIRMED.  It is SO ORDERED. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, decides that the Department acted in accordance with policy in determining the 
Claimant’s MA eligibility. 
 
The Department’s MA eligibility determination is AFFIRMED.  It is SO ORDERED. 
   






