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HEARING DECISION 
 

This matter is before the undersigned Admini strative Law Judge pursuant to MCL 400. 9 
and MCL 400.37 upon  claimant's request for a hearing.  After due notice,  an in-person 
hearing was held on July 14, 2010. Claim ant personally appear ed and testified. 
Claimant was represented at the hearing by  

 
 

ISSUE 
 

Did the Department of Human Services (the department) properly determine claimant’s  
spend-down amount and properly allow medical expenses?   

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is estab lished by Title XIX of the Social Sec urity 
Act and is  implement ed by T itle 42 of the C ode of Federal Regulations  (CFR).  The 
Department of Human Services  (DHS or  department) administers the MA program 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department  policies are found in 
the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the 
Program Reference Manual (PRM). 
 
In the inst ant case, the department casework er who had  originally  work ed on the file 
was ill on the date of hearing.   T herefore, nobody from t he department could  testify to 
personalize as to what occurred during t his hearing.  Theref ore, the department 
caseworker who appeared at the hearing agreed to determine claimant’s eligibility or 
lack there of for Medical Assistance benefits from June 2009 forward through December 
2010.  The department agreed that it would look at previous ly submitted medical bills  
from claimant and determine whether or not  claimant’s deductible spend-down amount  
of $  per month was accurate and determine whether or not claimant met her spend-
down for the months of June 2009 through December 2010.   
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DECISION AND ORDER 

 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon t he above findings of fact and conclusion s 
of law, determines that the department conceded on the record that claim ant was not 
appropriately notifie d of her eligibility or  lack there o f for the months of June 2009 
through December 2010.     
 
Accordingly, the department 's actions ar e hereby REVERSED.  The department is 
ORDERED to determine claiman t's eligibility of lack there of for Medica l Assistance for 
the months of June 2009 through December 2010.  The department shall notify claimant 
in writing of her eligibility or lack there of for Medical Assistance benefits and shall notify 
claimant of any spend-down for each of the month and shall notify claimant of whether 
or not she has met the spend- down for each of the months  in question based upon bills 
which have already been submitted to the department.    
            

      
                             __/s/__________________________ 

      Landis Y. Lain 
 Administrative Law Judge 
 for Duane Berger, Director 
 Department of Human Services 
 
Date Signed:_     January 18, 2011                       __   
 
Date Mailed:_      January 19, 2011                        _ 
 
NOTICE:  Administrative Hearings may or der a rehearing or  reconsideration on either  
its own motion or at t he request  of a party within 30 days of the mailing date of this 
Decision and Order.  Administrative Hear ings will not orde r a rehearing or  
reconsideration on the Department's mo tion where the final decis ion cannot be 
implemented within 90 days of the filing of the original request.   
 
The Claimant may appeal the Decision and Order  to Circuit Court within 30 days of the 
mailing of the Decis ion and Order or, if a ti mely request for rehearing was made, within  
30 days of the receipt date of the rehearing decision. 
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