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HEARING DECISION 
 

This matter is before the undersigned Admini strative Law Judge pursuant to MCL 400. 9 
and MCL 400.37 upon  claimant's request for a hearing.   After due notic e, a telephone 
hearing was held on August 5, 2010. Claimant personally appeared and testified.  
 

ISSUE 
 

Did the Department of  Human Services (the department) properly cancel claimant’s 
State Disability Assis tance benefits based upon the fact that claimant failed to 
participate with Michigan Rehabilitation Services?  

 
FINDINGS OF FACT 

 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the com petent, material and substantial 
evidence on the whole record, finds as material fact:   

 
(1) Claimant was a State Disability Assistance benefit recipient based upon 

her eligibility for Michigan Rehabilitation Services (MRS). 
 
(2) On Decem ber 7, 2009, the Michi gan Rehabilitation co unselor sent the 

department caseworker a statement that claimant has ceased participation 
in Michigan Rehabilitation Services programs on December 7, 2009.  

 
(3) On December 9, 2009,  the department caseworker  sent claimant notice 

that her Michigan Rehabilit ation Services case/State Disability Assistance 
would be cancelled effective December 22, 2009, because claimant failed 
to participate in the program and refused to cooperate.  

 
(4) On December 18, 2009, claimant f iled a request for a hearing to contest 

the department’s negative action. 
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(5) The department caseworker indicat ed that claimant stopped part icipating 

in Michigan Rehabilitation Services November 2009.   
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The State Disability A ssistance (SDA) program which pr ovides financial ass istance for 
disabled persons is established by 2004 PA 344.  The Department of Human Service s 
(DHS or department) administe rs the SDA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq.,  
and MAC R 400.3151-400.3180.  Department polic ies are found in the Program 
Administrative Manual (PAM), the Program  Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the Program  
Reference Manual (PRM).   
 
BEM, Item 261, indicates that to receive State Disability Assistance a person must be 
disabled, caring for a disabled person, or age 65 or older.  Participation in Michigan 
Rehabilitation Services (MRS) will qualify a person to receive State Disability Assistance 
benefits.  A person is receiving services if he has been determined eligible for MRS and 
has an active MRS case.   
 
In the instant case, claimant is not receiving disability based upon her being disabled.  
Claimant is not receiving State Disability Assistance based upon her being qualified as 
disabled.  Claimant was receiving disability based upon her participation in the Michigan 
Rehabilitation Services.  Claimant terminated her participation in November 2008, and 
therefore, was no longer eligible to receive State Disability Assistance benefits under 
the circumstances. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon t he above findings of fact and conclusion s 
of law, dec ides that t he department has established by  the necessary c ompetent, 
material and substantial ev idence on the r ecord that it was  ac ting in com pliance wit h 
department policy when it propos ed to cancel c laimant's St ate Disability Assistance 
benefits for lack participation and cooperation.    
 
Accordingly, the department's decision is AFFIRMED.  
            

      
 
 
 

                             __/s/__________________________ 
      Landis Y. Lain 
 Administrative Law Judge 
 for Ismael Ahmed, Director 
 Department of Human Services 
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Date Signed:_ August 30, 2010                           __   
 
Date Mailed:_  August 31, 2010                            _ 
 
NOTICE:  Administrative Hearings may or der a rehearing or  reconsideration on either  
its own motion or at t he request  of a party within 30 days of the mailing date of this 
Decision and Order.  Administrative Hear ings will not orde r a rehearing or  
reconsideration on the Department's mo tion where the final decis ion cannot be 
implemented within 90 days of the filing of the original request.   
 
The Claimant may appeal the Decision and Order  to Circuit Court within 30 days of the 
mailing of the Decis ion and Order or, if a ti mely request for rehearing was made, within  
30 days of the receipt date of the rehearing decision. 
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