
 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
STATE OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS AND RULES 

ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

 
 
 

IN THE MATTER OF:   Reg. No: 2010-15331 
  Issue No: 2009, 4031 

  Case No: 
  Load No:  

      Hearing Date: 
       March 3, 2010 
  Wexford County DHS 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE:  Gary F. Heisler 
 

HEARING DECISION 
 

This matter is before the undersigned Administrative Law Judge pursuant to MCL 400.9; 
and MCL 400.37 upon  claimant's request for a hearing.   After due notic e, a telephone 
hearing was held on March 3, 2010.  Claimant personally appeared and testified.  
 

ISSUES 
 

Did the Department of Human Services properly determine that Claimant is not disabled 
and deny Claimant’s application for Medical Assistance (MA) based on disability? 
 
Did the Department of Human Services properly determine that Claimant is not disabled 
and deny Claimant’s application for State Disability Assistance (SDA)? 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the com petent, material and substantial 
evidence on the whole record, finds as material fact:   
 
 1. On Novem ber 13, 2009 Claimant submitted an application for Medica l 

Assistance (MA) and State Disability Assistance (SDA).  
  
 2. On November 30, 2009 the D epartment’s Medical Review Team 

determined that the claim ant was not disabled for MA and SDA elig ibility 
purposes. 

 
 3. On December 3, 2009 the Departm ent sent claimant an Application  

Eligibility Notice denying his MA and SDA application. 
 
 4. On December 22, 2009 Claimant submitted a request for hearing. 
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 5. On January 19, 2010 the State Hear ing Review Team (SHRT) determined 

that the claimant was not disabled for MA and SDA eligibility purposes. 
 
 6. On August  28, 2010 the Departm ent advised that t he cla imant was 

approved for Social Security disability  benefits with a di sability onset date 
of February 27, 2007.   

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is estab lished by Title XIX of the Social Sec urity 
Act and is  implement ed by T itle 42 of the C ode of Federal Regulations  (CFR).  The 
Department of Human Services  (DHS or  department) administers the MA program 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department  policies are found in 
the Program Administ rative Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibili ty Manual (PEM) and 
the Program Reference Manual (PRM).  
  
The State Disability A ssistance (SDA) program which pr ovides financial ass istance for 
disabled persons is established by 2004 PA 344.  The Department of Human Service s 
(DHS or department) admin isters the SDA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq. , 
and MAC R 400.3151-400.3180.  Department polic ies are found in the Program 
Administrative Manual (PAM), the Program  Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the Program  
Reference Manual (PRM).   
 
According to federal r egulations at 42 CFR 435.541 the Soc ial Security Administration  
(SSA) determination of disabilit y is final and bind ing on DHS.  In the present case, 
evidence of the favorable SSA decision established that t he claimant met the federal 
disability standard necessary to qualify for MA and SDA pursuant to PEM 260 and 261.   

 
The SSA determined claimant has been di sabled since February 27, 2007.  
Consequently, the department  must reverse its MA and SDA denial, and proces s 
claimant’s disputed   application in accordance with department policy.  

 
DECISION AND ORDER 

 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon t he above findings of fact and conclusion s 
of law, decides that the department erred in determining claimant is not disabled. 
 
It is ORDERED that the actions  of the Department of Human Services, in this matter,  
are REVERSED.  
 
It is further ORDERED that the Department shall: 

 
1. Process claimant's disputed MA and SDA application dated   and issue 

any benefits Claimant was entitled to but did not receive, if otherwise 
eligible to receive them (i.e. meets all of  the other r equired eligibility 
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criteria including com pletion of a repayment agreement for SDA benefits  
from any SSA benefits he is approved for the same period of time). 

 
2. Consider any retroactive SSA benefits Claimant may have received for the 

same period of time of the SDA application,  to av oid duplicative issuance 
of benefits, as the claim ant would not be eligible for SDA benefit s during 
the period of time covered by SSA benefits. 

  
      
 
 

     _/s/____________________________ 
      Gary F. Heisler 
 Administrative Law Judge 
 for Ismael Ahmed, Director 
 Department of Human Services 

 
 
Date Signed:_September 10, 2010      ______ 
 
Date Mailed:_ September 13, 2010______ 
 
NOTICE:  Administrative Hearings may or der a rehearing or  reconsideration on either  
its own motion or at t he request  of a party within 30 days of the mailing date of this 
Decision and Order.  Administrative Hear ings will not orde r a rehearing or  
reconsideration on the Department's mo tion where the final decis ion cannot be 
implemented within 90 days of the filing of the original request.   
 
The Claimant may appeal the Decision and Order  to Circuit Court within 30 days of the 
mailing of the Decis ion and Order or, if a ti mely request for rehearing was made, within  
30 days of the receipt date of the rehearing decision. 
 
GFH/alc 
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