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4. The Claimant is currently receiving SDA benefits.  
 

5. The Claimant previously applied for SDA benefits in February 2009 and 
was denied SDA by the Medical Review Team. 

  
6. The Claimant filed a request for a hearing on November 13, 2009 and was 

received by the Department on November 16, 2009 protesting that the 
Claimant should have received SDA benefits for the months of September 
and October, 2009.  

  
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The State Disability Assistance (SDA) program which provides financial assistance for 
disabled persons is established by 2004 PA 344.  The Department of Human Services 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers the SDA program 
pursuant to MCL 400.10 et seq., and MAC 4 400.3151-400.3180.  Department policies 
are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM) and the Bridges Reference Manual (BRM). 
 
Under BAM 110, all clients must file an application for benefits in order to be considered 
eligible to receive benefits.    
 
Bam 115 requires: Provided the group meets all eligibility requirements, begin 
assistance in the pay period in which the application becomes 30 days old.  
 
In the instant matter the Claimant’s application became 30 days old in November 2009 
at which time he met the eligibility requirements and his application was 30 days old. 
 
Accordingly, the Claimant’s SDA benefits began at that time, on November 1, 2009.   
The Claimant believed he should have received benefits when he began working with 
the Michigan Rehabilitation Center in August or September 2009, but as explained at 
the hearing the Michigan Rehabilitation Center (MRC) does not pay for or administer the 
Claimant’s SDA benefits.   The Claimant was only certified by the (MRC) on September 
24, 2009 and that certification alone did not make the Claimant eligible to receive SDA 
benefits, the Claimant also had to file an application for benefits with the Department of 
Human Services as a perquisite to receiving benefits. BAM 110. 
 
The Claimant’s SDA application was filed on October 5, 2009 and benefits were 
payable and paid within 30 days of the application and properly began November 1, 
2009.  Based upon the foregoing analysis, the Department’s actions beginning benefits 
as of November 1, 2009 is correct and must be upheld.  
 

 






