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(3) On June 25, 2009, the department determined that claimant had excess income and was 

not eligible for Food Assistance due to excess income. 

(4) Claimant requested a hearing on July 29, 2009, contesting the closure of FAP benefits. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 The Food Assistance Program, formerly known as the Food Stamp (“FS”) program, is 

established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the federal 

regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (“CFR”).  The Department of 

Human Services (“DHS”), formally known as the Family Independence Agency, administers the 

FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq and MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Departmental 

policies are found in the Program Administrative Manual (“PAM”), the Program Eligibility 

Manual (“PEM”), and the Program Reference Manual (“PRM”). 

  Department policy states that FAP group composition is established by determining: 

1. Who lives together; 

2. The relationship(s) of the people who live together; 

3. Whether the people living together purchase and prepare food together or 
separately; and 

4. Whether the person(s) resides in an eligible living situation (see Living  
 Situations). 
 

The relationship(s) of the people who live together affects whether they must be included or 

excluded from the group.  First determine if they must be included in the group.  If they are not 

mandatory group members, then determine if they purchase and prepare food together or sep-

arately.  BEM 212. 

 In the present case, claimant and  are not married so whether he should be 

included in the household is determined by whether they purchase and prepare food together. 

Claimant credibly testified that they do not purchase and prepare food together.  The department 








