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(4) Claimant requested a hearing on September 20, 2010, contesting the 

closure of FIP benefits.  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Family Independence program (FIP) was established pursuant to the 

Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Public Law 

104-193, 8 USC 601, et seq.  The Department of Human services (DHS or Department) 

administers the FIP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3101-

3131.  The FIP program replaced the Aid to Dependant Children (ADC) program 

effective October 1, 1996.  Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative 

Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Program Reference 

manual (PRM). 

Department policy outlines when extended FIP benefits are awarded: Families 

receive EFIP for up to six months, with a grant of $10, when loss of FIP eligibility relates 

to income from employment of a FIP program group member. BEM 519 

In the present case, the payment standard for the FIP program for a three person 

household is $492. RFT 210 Claimant’s earned income from employment compensation 

of $1747 exceeds the payment standard, therefore, Claimant has excess income for the 

FIP program. This is the determination made by the Department and it is correct. 

Department policy calls for extended FIP benefits of $10 per month if the Claimant has 

excess income. BEM 519 This is the determination made by the Department and it is 

correct. 

 

 






