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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
The MA program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security Act and is 
implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers MA pursuant to MCL 
400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in the Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (B EM) and the Program 
Reference Manual (PRM). 
 
In the present case, Claimant’s MA case was closed for failure to return redetermination 
paperwork.  Claimant was placed into a long-term care facility and the Department 
changed her address to that of the facility.  Claimant returned home prior to the review 
date.  Neither Claimant nor her representative advised the Department of her return 
home.  Therefore, the review paperwork was sent to the facility.  The facility failed to 
forward the paperwork to the Claimant and failed to again advise the Department 
Claimant had moved back home.  
 
Relevant policy can be found in BAM Item 105, pp.7-8: 

All Programs 

This section applies to all groups except most FAP groups 
with earnings; see BAM 200, Food Assistance Simplified 
Reporting. 

Clients must report changes in circumstance that potentially 
affect eligibility or benefit amount. Changes must be reported 
within 10 days of receiving the first payment reflecting the 
change. 

Income reporting requirements are limited to the following: 

Earned income: 

• Starting or stopping employment. 
• Changing employers. 
• Change in rate of pay. 
• Change in work hours of more than five hours per 

week that is expected to continue for more than one 
month. 

Unearned income: 

• Starting or stopping a source of unearned income. 
• Change in gross monthly income of more than $50 

since the last reported change. 
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Exception #1: For Medicaid, clients must report a change in 
gross monthly income of more than $25 since the last 
reported change. 

Exception #2: Only certain changes affect eligibility for 
Healthy Kids before redetermination; see ONGOING 
ELIGIBILITY in BEM 129 and BEM 131. 

See BAM 220 for processing reported changes. 

Other changes must be reported within 10 days after the 
client is aware of them. These include, but are not limited to, 
changes in: 

• Persons in the home. 
• Marital status. 
• Address and shelter cost changes that result from the 

move. 
• Vehicles. 
• Assets. 
• Child support expenses paid. 
• Health or hospital coverage and premiums. 
• Child care needs or providers. 

For FAP only, see BEM 554, Estimated Medical Expenses, 
for reporting requirements of medical expenses. 

Verifications 

All Programs 

Clients must take actions within their ability to obtain 
verifications. DHS staff must assist when necessary; see 
BAM 130 and BEM 702. 

The Department properly closed Claimant’s MA case for failure to return review 
documents timely.  Claimant failed to advise the Department of an address change 
within 10 days as required by policy.  Therefore, the Department properly sent 
redetermination materials to the last address provided.  
 






