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4. Claimant’s impairments will last or have lasted for a continuous period of not less 
than 12 months. 

 
5. Claimant is 4’8” tall and weighs 106 lbs.   
 
6. Claimant is 21 years of age.  Her date of birth is .  
 
7. Claimant received her high-school diploma in  and is currently a junior at 

.  She is taking one course, which is an online 
course, this semester.   

 
8. Claimant is able to read, write and perform basic math skills. 
 
9. Claimant has never been employed. 
 
10. Claimant testified to the following physical limitations: 
 

• Sitting:  uncomfortable after 20-30 minutes, sometimes less. 
• Standing:  15-20 minutes at a time. 
• Walking:  10-15 minutes at a time. 
• Bend/stoop:  Claimant can perform these motions, but they are sometimes 

hard to do. 
• Lifting:  Claimant cannot lift more than three lbs. 
• Grip/grasp:  Claimant experiences pain with gripping and grasping motions. 

 
11. Claimant lives with her mother. 
 
12. Claimant performs limited household chores.  She can dust and she can wash 

small loads of dishes.  Sometimes she can clear her own dishes from the table.  
Laundry work is too hard for her to perform.  She can make her bed some, but 
not all, of the time.  She cannot take out the trash because it is too heavy and 
because it is painful.  As for yard work, Claimant lives in an apartment and there 
is none available.   

 
Claimant’s Activities of Daily Living questionnaire states,  

 
“I wake up with pain in the middle of the night…[sleeping habits] got 
worse…  I have had more pain in my hands so I’m unable to use my 
hands that often…  Because I have pain in my hands or knees, I need 
help more then (sic) 3 times a week…  I get stiff and have a hard time 
with moving my joints all through the day.  This is painful.”  Department 
Exhibit 1, pp. 11-12, 15. 
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mental impairments are and regardless of age, education and work experience.  If the 
individual is not engaging in SGA, the analysis proceeds to the second step.   
 
In this case, Claimant has never been employed.  Therefore, I find that Claimant is not 
disqualified at the first step and I proceed to the second required step of the analysis. 

 
2.  Medically Determinable Impairment – 12 Months 

 
Second, in order to be considered disabled for purposes of MA, a person must have a 
“severe impairment.”  20 CFR 416.920(c).  A severe impairment is an impairment which 
significantly limits an individual’s physical or mental ability to perform basic work 
activities.  Basic work activities means the abilities and aptitudes necessary to do most 
jobs.  Examples include: 

 
(1) Physical functions such as walking, standing, sitting, lifting, 

pushing, pulling, reaching, carrying or handling; 
(2) Capacities for seeing, hearing and speaking; 
(3) Understanding, carrying out, and remembering simple 

instructions. 
(4) Use of judgment; 
(5) Responding appropriately to supervision, coworkers and usual 

work situations; and  
(6) Dealing with changes in a routine work setting.   
 
20 CFR 416.921(b). 

 
The purpose of the second step in the sequential evaluation process is to screen out 
claims lacking medical merit.  The U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, in Salmi v 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, 774 F2d 685 (6th Cir 1985) held that an 
impairment qualifies as “non-severe” only if it “would not affect the claimant’s ability to 
work,” “regardless of the claimant’s age, education, or prior work experience.” Id. at 
691-92.  Only slight abnormalities that minimally affect a claimant’s ability to work can 
be considered non-severe.  Higgs v Bowen, 880 F2d 860, 862 (6th Cir 1988); Farris v 
Sec’y of Health & Human Servs, 773 F2d 85, 90 (6th Cir 1985).  
 
In this case, Claimant has presented medical evidence of rheumatoid arthritis, 
hypothyroidism, depression and sleep difficulties.  Claimant has a positive Tinel’s sign in 
the right wrist and has been advised to wear a right wrist splint at all times.  Claimant is 
under ongoing care with her primary care physician and with a University of Michigan 
rheumatology specialist.  The medical evidence establishes that Claimant has physical 
impairments that have more than a minimal effect on basic work activities, and 
Claimant’s impairments can be expected to last for at least twelve months.  I have also 
taken into consideration Claimant’s history of juvenile rheumatoid arthritis.    
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Some individuals will not have received ongoing treatment or have an 
ongoing relationship with the medical community despite the existence of 
a severe impairment(s).  In such cases, evaluation will be made on the 
basis of the current objective medical evidence and other available 
evidence, taking into consideration the individual’s medical history, 
symptoms, and medical source opinions.  Even though an individual who 
does not receive treatment may not be able to show an impairment that 
meets the criteria of one of the musculoskeletal listings, the individual 
may have an impairment(s) equivalent in severity to one of the listed 
impairments or be disabled based on consideration of his or her residual 
functional capacity (RFC) and age, education and work experience.  20 
CFR 404, Subpart P, Appendix 1, Sec. 1.00H. 

 
Considering all of the above and including Claimant’s age, education and work 
experience, the undersigned finds Claimant’s medical records substantiate that 
Claimant’s orthopedic impairments meet or are medically equivalent to the listing 
requirements of 1.02(B).  In this case, this Administrative Law Judge finds Claimant is 
presently disabled at the third step for purposes of the MA program.  As Claimant is 
disabled, there is no need to evaluate Claimant with regard to the fourth or fifth steps.  
 
In this case, there is sufficient evidence to support a finding that Claimant’s impairment 
has disabled her under the federal SSI disability standards.  This Administrative Law 
Judge finds Claimant is disabled for purposes of the MA program of the State of 
Michigan. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, decides that Claimant is medically disabled as defined by the MA program. 
 
DHS is ordered to initiate a review of Claimant’s June 17, 2010, application, if not done 
previously, to determine Claimant’s non-medical eligibility for MA and retroactive MA.  
DHS shall inform Claimant of its determination in writing.  This case shall be reviewed in 
December 2011. 
 

____ _______________________ 
Jan Leventer 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Ismael Ahmed, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed:   December 21, 2010 
 
Date Mailed:   December 22, 2010 
 






