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5. The Department received verific ation of income earned by  on September 
22, 2009, and he receives monthly earned in come in the gross monthly amount 
of $   Department Exhibits 6 – 9. 

 
6. Due to Department error, income earned by W.S. was not used to determine the 

Claimant’s FIP grant for Oct ober of 2009.  The Claimant received a FIP grant of 
$   Department Exhibit 15. 

 
7. On October 12, 2009, the Department notified the Claimant that her monthly FIP 

grant would decrease to $  due to an in crease in group incom e.  Department 
Exhibit 20. 

 
8. On June 3, 2010, the Department notified the Claimant that she had received an 

overissuance of FIP benef its totaling $  in Octob er of 2009.  Department 
Exhibit 24. 

 
9. The Department received the Claimant’s request for a hearing on June 14, 2010, 

protesting the recoupment of FIP benefits.  
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconc iliation Act of 1996, P ublic Law 104-193, 8 
USC 601,  et seq.  The Department of Human Services ( DHS or Department) 
administers the FIP program pursuant to  MCL 400.10,  et seq., and MAC R 400.3101-
3131.  The FIP program replaced the Ai d to Dependent Children (ADC) program 
effective October 1, 1996.  De partment policies are found in the Bridges Administrative 
Manual (BAM), the Bridges Elig ibility Manual (BEM), Refe rence Table Manual (RF T), 
and the Bridges Reference Manual (BRM). 
 
An overissuance is the amount of benefits issued to t he client group in exc ess of wha t 
they were eligible to receive.  BAM 705.  The amount of the overissuance is the amount 
of benefits the group actually received minus  the amount the group was eligible t o 
receive.  BAM 720.  When a client group receives more benefits than they are entitled to 
receive, the Department must attempt to recoup the overissuance.  BAM 700. 
 
Department errors are caused by incorrect  actions by the Department.  BAM 705.  
Department error overissuances  are not pur sued if the estimated overissuance is  less 
than $  per progr am.  BAM  700.  Client errors occur when the cust omer gave 
incorrect or incomplete information to the Department.  Client errors are not establish ed 
if the overissuance is le ss than $  unless  the client  gr oup is act ive for the 
overissuance program, or the overissuance is a result of a quality control audit finding.  
BAM 700.  
 
All income is converted to a standard monthly amount .  If the client is paid weekly, the 
Department multiplies  the average weekly amount by 4.3.  If  the client is paid ever y 








