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7049.  Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) policies are found in the State Emergency Relief Manual (SER). 
 

CATEGORICAL ELIGIBILITY 
 
Categorical eligibility for energy assistance and energy-
related home repairs was introduced in Interim Program 
Policy Bulletin 2005-014 effective October 1, 2005. 
 
Initial Requirements 
 
Cases must meet the following requirements in order to be 
determined categorically eligible: 
 
All SER group members must be active on the applicant’s 
FIP, FAP or SSI case. 
 
The name on the energy account bill must match the head of 
household name or the head of household’s spouse’s name. 
It is not sufficient to be in the name of a living-together 
partner. The spouse must be active on the head of 
household’s case. There may be other names on the 
account, in addition to the head of household’s name. 
 
The case address must match the account service address. 
 
There must be no disqualified members on the case, except 
for ineligible aliens. 
 
The case head of household must not be an ineligible or 
minor (not just minor parent) head of household. 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) cases for minor 
children are not considered categorically eligible. 
 
The fuel type must be correct for the type of payment 
requested. 
 
The case must not be overdue for redetermination. 
 
All other SER criteria such as application processing, pursuit 
of potential resources, etc. must also be met.  (ERM 301, pp. 
2-3) 

  






