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5. At the interview for FAP benefits, Claimant submitted all of his monthly 2009 
income records, all of which included income received from the cleaning of the 
second building.  

 
6. DHS calculated Claimant’s 12/2009 FAP benefits based on a finding that 

Claimant receives $1095/month in self-employment income. 
 

7. On 1/9/10, DHS determined that Claimant was over-income for FAP benefits in 
12/2009. 

 
8. Claimant submitted a hearing request on 1/19/10 disputing the DHS 

determination that Claimant had excess income for 12/2009 FAP eligibility. 
  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) 
program) is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR).  The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the FAP program pursuant to CML 400.10 et seq., 
and MAC R 400.3001-3015. Department policies are found in the Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Bridges 
Reference Manual (BRM). 
 
DHS specialists are directed to use past income to prospect income for the future 
unless changes are expected. BEM 505 at 4. When the income amount changes, 
specialists are to adjust the amount(s) being budgeted for future pay periods. Id. at 5. 
For changes in self-employment income, DHS specialists are to determine the monthly 
gross income to budget based on discussion with the client of what he/she expects to 
receive on average per month. Id. 
 
In the present, case, DHS accepted the income records presented by Claimant at his 
FAP benefits interview and used the average to prospect Claimant’s self-employment 
income. DHS calculated Claimant’s monthly self-employment income amount to be 
$1095/month. If Claimant’s income did not change for beginning 12/2009, DHS would 
have been correct in calculating his income based on his 2009 employment records. 
 
However, Claimant indicated on his Assistance Application that he only received 
$600/month in self-employment. Claimant testified that the decrease was due to a 
reduction in his self-employment income. Shortly after submitting the Assistance 
Application, Claimant submitted an income verification supporting that his monthly self-
employment income was reduced. Thus, DHS should have known that Claimant’s self-








