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In the instant case the department denied the claimants application for unpaid property 
taxes because the claimant’s housing was unaffordable.  This seems not to be the case 
however, because the claimant owns his home outright and has no mortgage payments.   
 
The claimant testified that his home was under threat of foreclosure.    
 

Home Ownership Services 
 
Home ownership services payments are only issued to save 
a home threatened with loss due to: 
 
Mortgage foreclosure. 
Land contract forfeiture. 
Tax foreclosure or sale. 
 
Court-ordered eviction of a mobile home from land or a 
mobile home park. 
 
Repossession for failure to meet an installment loan 
payment for a mobile home. 
 
The lifetime home ownership services maximum is $2,000. 
The lifetime maximum is the combined cumulative total of all 
home ownership service payments. Individual services 
(house payments, property taxes, etc.) do not have separate 
lifetime maximums.  (ERM 304, p.1). 
 

This ALJ finds that the department denied the claimant’s SER application for property 
taxes for an incorrect reason.  
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions of 
law, REVERSES AND ORDERS the Department to reregister the claimant’s SER 
application for property taxes and to evaluate the application in light of the above policy. 

___ _____________ 
Michael J. Bennane 

Administrative Law Judge  
For Ismael Ahmed, Director 

Department of Human Services 
 






