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4. Claimant testified that there is no longer an issue with the MA benefits.   
Therefore, MA was not addressed in this hearing.  

 
5. Claimant testified that her son is now receiving FAP benefits on his own based 

only on his income.  Claimant’s FAP issue was solely regarding Claimant’s son’s 
FAP case.  

 
6. Claimant was not listed as an authorized representative for her son.  Nor did she 

have any authority as a hearing representative. 
  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Food Assistance Program, formerly known as the Food Stamp (“FS”) program, is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (“CFR”).  The 
Department of Human Services (“DHS”), formally known as the Family Independence 
Agency, administers the FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et. seq. and MAC R 
400.3001-3015.  Departmental policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual 
(“BAM”), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (“BEM”), and the Reference Tables (“RFT”). 
 
All clients have the right to request a hearing. The following people have authority to 
exercise this right by signing a hearing request: 
 

• An adult member of the eligible group; or 
• The client’s AHR. 
 

The appointment of an AHR must be made in writing. An AHR must be authorized or 
have made application through probate court before signing a hearing request for the 
client.  BAM 600, p. 2. 
 
In the present case, the Claimant testified that there was no existing issue regarding MA 
benefits.  Furthermore, Claimant filed a hearing in her name regarding FAP benefits but 
she really was contesting benefits that were issued in her son’s name after her son 
began receiving benefits in his own name.  Unless Claimant is listed as an authorized 
representative, a guardian or conservator or spouse, Claimant’s son must file his own 
hearing request contesting the amount of benefits that he is receiving in his own name.   
 
Accordingly, there are no issues raised in the hearing request properly before this 
Administrative Law Judge and Claimant’s hearing request is dismissed.  
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 






