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5. DHS was suspicious of the authenticity of the Verification of Student Information 

as it contained information which was clearly altered. 
 

6. DHS subsequently requested information of Claimant’s child’s attendance status 
directly from  school. 

 
7.  school subsequently verified to DHS via letter (Exhibit 2) that  is 

expected to graduate by 6/2011, though was expected to graduate 6/2010, but 
will not due to his failure to attend high school consistently in the 6/2010 school 
year. 

 
8. On 2/19/10, DHS mailed Claimant a notice of FIP benefit termination to be 

effective 3/1/10 due to Claimant’s failure to meet the group requirements for FIP 
eligibility. 

 
9. On 3/19/10, 5/6/10 and 6/2/10, Claimant requested a hearing disputing the 

termination of FIP benefits. 
 

10.  Claimant also requested a hearing on 2/11/10 concerning a FIP benefit 
termination based apparently on a failure to participate with employment-related 
activities though there is no basis that Claimant’s FIP benefits were terminated 
for that reason. 

  
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to  the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 
8 USC 601, et seq.  The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the FIP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., 
and MAC R 400.3101-3131.  The FIP program replaced the Aid to Dependent Children 
(ADC) program effective October 1, 1996.  Department policies are found in the Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Reference 
Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
To be eligible for FIP, a child must live with a legal parent, stepparent or other qualifying 
caretaker. BEM 210 at 1. A dependent child is an unemancipated child who lives with a 
caretaker and is either:  

• under age 18;  
• or age 18 or 19 and a full-time high school student expected to graduate before 

age 20. Id. 
 








