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(5) Claimant requested a hearing on April 24, 2010 contesting the determination 

of MA benefits, reduction FAP benefits and closure of FIP benefits.  
  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Food Assistance Program, formerly known as the Food Stamp (“FS”) program, is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (“CFR”).  The 
Department of Human Services (“DHS”), formally known as the Family Independence 
Agency, administers the FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq and MAC R 
400.3001-3015.  Departmental policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual 
(“BAM”), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (“BEM”), and the Program Reference Manual 
(“PRM”).   
 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) 
administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  
Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges 
Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Program Reference Manual (PRM).  
 
The Family Independence program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 8 
USC 601, et seq.  The Department of Human services (DHS or Department) 
administers the FIP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3101-
3131.  The FIP program replaced the Aid to Dependant Children (ADC) program 
effective October 1, 1996.  Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative 
Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Program Reference 
manual (PRM). 

 

In the present case, the Department received information that Claimant may be 
receiving unemployment compensation.  After budgeting $354 biweekly unemployment 
compensation, Claimant’s FAP benefit was reduced to $16, her FIP case closed and 
she was found to have a $677 Medicaid deductible. Claimant credibly testified that she 
did not receive unemployment compensation during this period and that the address 
listed in the Department records for unemployment compensation is not her address. 
Claimant testified that her purse was stolen in March 2010 and that she filed a police 
report, a copy of which was presented at hearing, and put an alert on her credit report.  
The Department presented no proof that Claimant actually received unemployment 
compensation payments.  This Administrative Law Judge finds that it was incorrect to 
include unemployment compensation in determining Claimant’s benefits because she 






