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(4) Claimant requested a hearing on February 3, 2010 contesting the denial of 

benefits. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Food Assistance Program, formerly known as the Food Stamp (“FS”) program, is 

established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the federal 

regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (“CFR”).  The Department of 

Human Services (“DHS”), formerly known as the Family Independence Agency, administers the 

FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq and MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Departmental 

policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (“BAM”), the Bridges Eligibility 

Manual (“BEM”), and the Program Reference Manual (“PRM”). 

 In the present case, Claimant’s household has $4768 gross income from employment. 

Claimant confirmed this amount of income at hearing.  The gross income limit for a household 

of 3 is $1984. RFT 250. Claimant’s is over the gross income limit by $2784.  

 An issue was raised at hearing with regard to Claimant’s stepson, , being 

included in the household. The Claimant’s husband shares equal parenting time with  

mother.  Department policy states that if the child spends virtually half of the days in each 

month, averaged over a twelve-month period with each caretaker, the caretaker who applies and 

is found eligible first, is the primary caretaker. BEM 212.   is included in his mother’s 

household and already receives FAP benefits in that household.  The Department was correct to 

not include  in Claimant’s household, because he is already receiving benefits in his 

mother’s household. 






