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3. Claimant’s guardian contends that an Assistance Application (DHS-1171) was submitted 

on behalf of Claimant on 8/18/09 by a manager of Claimant’s group home. 

4. DHS failed to receive or process the 8/18/09 DHS-1171. 

5. Claimant’s group home manager submitted a hearing request on 1/22/10 regarding the 

lack of processing for the allegedly submitted 8/18/09 Assistance Application for FAP 

benefits. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Food Assistance Program (formerly known as the Food Stamp program) is 

established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the federal 

regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department of 

Human Services (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers the FAP 

program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Department policies are 

found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and 

the Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   

The processing of applications begins with the filing of a DHS-1171 or other acceptable 

form. BAM 110. In the present case, Claimant contends that a manager at her group home 

submitted a DHS-1171 on her behalf and that DHS failed to process the request. DHS contends 

that they did not receive a DHS-1171 on 8/18/09 or any date thereafter. 

Claimant was represented at the hearing by her guardian. Claimant’s guardian did not 

have any first-hand knowledge that a DHS-1171 was submitted on 8/18/09 and was unable to 

testify to any relevant information that would tend to support an application was submitted. The 

manager of the group home that allegedly filed the application was not presented as a witness at 

the hearing. Without any testimony or supporting evidence that an 8/18/09 application for FAP 






