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(3) Claimant receives $1664 in unemployment compensation per month. 

(4) Claimant’s wife, , and his son, , reside with him. 

(5)  and  became resident aliens on September 7, 2005. 

(6)  is not included in Claimant’s household for the purpose of 

determining FAP benefits because she has not been a resident alien for 5 years. 

(7)  was included in the household for the purpose of determining FAP 

benefits because he is a resident alien under the age of 18. 

(8) Claimant requested a hearing on January 25, 2010 contesting the determination of 

FAP benefits and the exclusion of .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 The Food Assistance Program, formerly known as the Food Stamp (“FS”) program, is 

established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the federal 

regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (“CFR”).  The Department of 

Human Services (“DHS”), formally known as the Family Independence Agency, administers the 

FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq and MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Departmental 

policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (“BAM”), the Bridges Eligibility 

Manual (“BEM”), and the Program Reference Manual (“PRM”). Department policy provides for 

FAP, a person must be a U.S. citizen or have an acceptable alien status for the designated 

programs. BEM 225 

  In the present case, the Department determined that Claimant’s FAP benefit would be 

reduced to $16 per month effective February 1, 2010.  Claimant argued at hearing that his wife, 

, should be included in the household because she has resided in the United States 

for more than 5 years.  Department policy clearly states the a person must be a resident alien for 








