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(5) On January 16, 2010, claimant requested a hearing. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Family Independence  Program (FIP) was established  pursuant to  the 

Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation  Act of 1996, Public Law 

104-193, 8 USC 601, et seq.  The Department of Human Services (DHS or department) 

administers the FIP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3101-

3131.  The FIP program replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) program 

effective October 1, 1996.  Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative 

Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Bridges Reference Manual 

(BRM). 

All sources of income must be verified. BAM 130. 

Claimant applied for FIP benefits on December 16, 2009.  At the time of 

application, the Department used pay records from the claimant that were accurate as 

of February 2008.  There is no evidence in the case file that the Department attempted 

to verify that this income was correct, or that new income verification was requested 

from the claimant.  Therefore, claimant’s income was not verified. 

Furthermore, claimant testified that she had not worked since November 2008. 

Therefore, as the Department apparently made no effort to verify income, or even 

examine claimant’s income, the Department’s actions must be reversed. 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and 

conclusions of law, decides that the Department decision to deny claimant’s FIP 

application was incorrect.  






