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(1) Claimant is an MA-P/SDA applicant. 

(2) On September 29, 2009, department received claimant’s application. 

(3) On January 16, 2010, the department received an MRT request for psychiatric 

exam in order to determine claimant’s eligibility. 

(4) On January 30, 2010, the department notified claimant of an appointment for a 

psychiatric examination on , with . 

(5) On  office notified the department that claimant 

failed to show for his appointment.  Claimant did not call the department on February 10, 2010 

to explain his absence or to make alternative arrangements.   

(6) On February 18, 2010, the department denied claimant’s application due to 

claimant’s failure to provide the requested medical verification (a current psychiatric 

examination). 

(7) On March 12, 2010, claimant requested a hearing.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 

Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department 

of Human Services (DHS or department) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, 

et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in the Program Administrative 

Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the Program Reference Manual 

(PRM).   

The State Disability Assistance (SDA) program which provides financial assistance for 

disabled persons is established by 2004 PA 344.  The Department of Human Services (DHS or 

department) administers the SDA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 
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400.3151-400.3180.  Department policies are found in the Program Administrative Manual 

(PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the Program Reference Manual (PRM).   

The following policies apply to the issues raised by claimant: 

VERIFICATIONS 
 
All Programs 
 
All clients must take action within their ability to obtain 
verifications.  DHS staff must assist when necessary.  See 
PAM/BAM 130, PEM/BEM 720, PAM/BAM 105 and PAM/BAM 
500. 
 
Current department policy requires that MA-P/SDA applicants 
cooperate with the local office in determining initial and ongoing 
eligibility for MA-P/SDA benefits. 
 
This includes completion of the necessary forms, face-to-face 
meetings, when requested, and verifying all income, assets, and 
medical disabilities.  PAM/BAM 105. 
 

The preponderance of the evidence in the record shows that claimant failed to verify his 

MA-P/SDA eligibility because he failed to appear for the psychiatric exam, which the 

department scheduled at the request of the local Medical Review Team. 

Since claimant did not submit the required psychiatric examination by the due date, the 

caseworker correctly denied claimant’s MA-P/SDA application. 

A careful review of the record reveals no evidence of arbitrary or capricious action by the 

local office in processing claimant’s MA-P/SDA application. 

Therefore, the action taken by the department is correct.

DECISION AND ORDER 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 

of law, decides that the department correctly requested a psychiatric examination from claimant 

to establish his eligibility for MA-P/SDA, as requested by the local Medical Review Team.  






