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4) When budgeting claimant’s FAP allotment, the department gave claimant the 

maximum standard heat and utility allowance. 

5) On September 3, 2009, the department notified claimant that, effective October 1, 

2009, her FAP would decrease to $16.00 per month based upon the increase in 

claimant’s income. 

6) On October 1, 2009, claimant’s FAP allotment decreased to $16.00 per month. 

7) On October 5, 2009, claimant filed a hearing request to protest the amount of her 

FAP allotment. 

8) At the hearing, the department agreed to recalculate claimant’s FAP allotment if 

claimant verified a shelter obligation. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program) 

is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the federal 

regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department of 

Human Services (DHS or department) administers the FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, 

et seq., and MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Department policies are found in the Program 

Administrative Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the Program 

Reference Manual (PRM).   

When determining eligibility for FAP benefits, the total income from all FAP group 

members must be evaluated.  All earned and unearned income from each group member must be 

included unless specifically excluded by law.  Program Eligibility Manual, Item 500.  The FAP 

program provides a deduction from earned income of 20% and a deduction for the cost of child 

care when necessary to enable an FAP household member to work.  A standard deduction from 

income of $132.00 is allowed for each household.  See RFT Item 255.  Certain non-reimbursable 








