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benefit group consisted of herself, her 18 year old employed son, and two younger 

children in the home. 

(2) On September 3, 2009, Claimant was sent a Verification Checklist 

(DHS Form 3503).  The requested verifications were due back to the Department by 

September 14, 2009. 

(3) Prior to the due date of the verifications, Claimant spoke with the DHS 

caseworker by telephone about the required verifications. 

(4) On September 15, 2009, none of the required verifications had been received and 

Claimant’s application was denied.  Claimant was sent a Notice of Case Action 

(DHS-1605) informing her of the Department’s determination. 

(5) On September 21, 2009, Claimant submitted a request for hearing. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Family Independence  Program (FIP) was established  pursuant to  the Personal 

Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation  Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 

8 USC 601, et seq.  The Department of Human Services (DHS or department) administers the 

FIP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3101-3131.  The FIP program 

replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) program effective October 1, 1996.  Department 

policies are found in the Program Administrative Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility 

Manual (PEM) and the Program Reference Manual (PRM). 

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program) 

is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the federal 

regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department of 

Human Services (DHS or department) administers the FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, 
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et seq., and MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Department policies are found in the Program 

Administrative Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the Program 

Reference Manual (PRM). 

In this case, the Verification Checklist (DHS Form 3503) clearly identifies the 

verifications needed and a list of acceptable forms of verification for each required verification.  

The Department caseworker, Ms. Richardson, testified that when she spoke to Claimant the 

required verifications and acceptable forms of verification for each required verification was 

explained.  Claimant testified that prior to the denial of her application, her son was not 

cooperating and would not provide verification of his income.  Claimant also testified that she 

thought she had to get all of the listed forms of verification so she got upset, frustrated , and did 

not provide any verifications to the Department by the due date. 

Department of Human Services policy requires all of the verifications requested before 

benefits are issued.  Denial of the application was in accordance with Department of Human 

Services’ policy.     

DECISION AND ORDER 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions of 

law, decides the Department of Human Services properly denied Claimant’s Family 

Independence Program (FIP) and Food Assistance Program (FAP) application for failure to 

provide required verifications. 

 

 

 

 






